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FOREWORD

Of all the regions in the World, North-East India is the
most picturesque, the most enchanting and the most diverse.
In this region 442 languages and dialects are spoken. All faiths
exist. It is inhabited by various races. It has rich history.
North-East India is a perennial source for historical research
and for Social Scientists. There is plenty of material available
for research in Social Sciences. Unfortunately this region was
neglected. Its records were not well maintained. Several of
them were lost by the gross negligence of the authorities. So
far no attempt has been made to preserve these records in good
condition. In these circumstances, Dr. Acharyya’s efforts to
select and publish some important documents is commendable.

Although the watershed between medieval and modern
North-East India is the Treaty of Yandaboo of 1826, foreign
entanglement in this region began in 1768 when Mr. Raush
started monopoly trade in salt between Bengal and Assam.* In
1787 Captain Hugh Baillie was appointed as Superintendent of
Assam trade and Collector of Goalpara. He exported from
Bengal to Assam salt and cloth and in return took gold-dust,
silk, pepper and spices from North East India. The various
documents contain a detailed account of these commercial
activities of the foreigners in North-East India.

Records throw a flood of light on the economic, social and
religious conditions of North-East India.

The policy of the Government towards North-East India
varied from time to time: Sometimes annexation and some-
times non-interference. Critics belonging to the Left discovered
imperialism in the policy of the British in North-East. To what
extent this is true. A careful reading of the documents includ-
ed in the book will reveal the truth.
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In recent times research in Social Sciences has assumed
great importance. The establishment of the U.G.C. and regional
Universitics has developed a great desire in the different
communities to write an authentic account of their past. But
research workers are facing certain difficulties. The most
important of them is the source from which material should be
collected. The Record Offices of the Governments in North
East India do not have classified index. In these circumstances
Dr. Acharyya’s publication is timely. It is an indispensable
companion to all, scholars, politicians and administrators.

V. Venkata Rao



*NTRODUCTION

Assam, the north-east frontier state of India is connected
with the rest of the country through a narrow strip of land
below the district of Darjeeling in West Bengal. The geogra-
phical proximity of this state with Bhutan and Tibet on the
north, Burma and China on the south and east, and Bangladesh
on the west has provided her a special position and importance.

The fertile soil of this enchanting land is rich in forest
products. Sal, Nahar, Sam, Gomari, Khair, Sissu, Tita Champa,
Azar, Teak, Gansarai and Sonaru are some of the many
important timbers which lavishly grow along the valley of the
Brahmaputra. Besides these, the region has the largest bam-
boo and cane resources in the whole country. The region also
proudly claims to hold the top-most position among the tea-
producing states of India.

The mineral treasures and the animal and vegetable produc-
tions which are in abundance in this state provide pleasure for
the tourists as well as the business minded visitors. Coal, iron-
ore, silver, gold-dust, petroleum, natural gas, limestone and clay
have given rise to a number of industries which include mineral-
based, forest-based, Agro-chemical-based and engineering.

The state of Assam also boasts of her wild-life sanctuary,
Kaziranga which has gained fame throughout the world as the
home of the one horned Indian Rhino. Other wild animals
which roam in the forests of Assam are the tigers, bears, wild
buffaloes, deer and elephants.

The great legendary river, Brahmaputra runs through the
heart of the state. The state is also possessed of rivers in
number and extent equal at least to those of any country in the
world of the same size. This tract of country is, therefore, a
beautiful one and enjoys all the advantages requisite for
rendering it one of the finest under the sun.

* In preparing this, the other has taken special help from S.K. Chatterji’s
The Place of Assam in the History and Civilisation of India, 1955.
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Assam, with her interestingly chequered history, has not
failed to contribute her share in evolving the civilization of her
country. As a matter of fact, at certain periods in the past she
was found to have enriched the civilization of India in numerous
ways. The land of Assam is a great reservoir of many Mongo-
loid races in India. Since the Vedic periods these have been the
fourth (the other three being the Austrics, the Dravidians and
the Aryans) basic element in the formation of Indian people.
It was probably from the 3rd millennium B.C. onwards that the
great Sino-Tibetan speaking people started to infiltrate into
India mainly along the western course of the Brahmaputra.
Prior to that these different branches of Sino-Tibetan speaking
people had their settiement near the sources of the Yangtsze-
kiang and the Hoang-Ho rivers. It is also believed that the
establishment of the great Bodo tribe over the Brahmaputra
valley had been made fairly early, and that they had subsequ-
ently extended into the North and East Bengal and into North
Bihar. The North Assam tribes—the Aka, Dafla, Miri,
Mishmi and Abor are presumed to have come later and made
their settlements in the mountains to the north of the Brahma-
putra plains which were already occupied by the Bodos, some
Austrics and possibly also by some Dravidian tribes which had
prcceded the Mongoloid Bodos in this tract. Subsequently, all
these various tribes—the Bodos, the Austrics and the Dravidians
along with the Aryan speaking elements from the west and also
with the Siamese—Chinese section of the Mongoloids in their
Thai tribe (the Ahoms), together finally transformed themselves
to the Aryan—Assamese speaking masses of the Brahmaputra
valley. Tncursions of some Kuki—Chin tribes in the southern
region of Assam was also heard of. They were believed to have
been Hinduised in Manipur and in the Tipperah states.

Assam has thus played a considerable role in absorbing this
Indo-Mongoloid element in the formation of the North Indian
(Hindu) people. And by doing so the state has contributed a
great deal to the synthesis of culture and fusion of races that
took place in India. Thus when the whole of India was brought
within the pale of puranic geography, (including those of the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata) Assam naturally was not left
aloof. Formerly, Assam as Pragjyotisa or Kamarupa was
recognised as the centre of both Buddhist and Brahmanical
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(Sakta) Tantricism, and even today, the hindu sentiment within
‘the holy land of India accept this special character of Kamarupa
or Pragjyotisa. :

Assam serves as the Eastern gateway for the passage and
communication of peoples, commodities and ideas betwe:en
China and India. The connection between the two countries
started as early as the first millennium B.C. The Sanskrit name
for China seems to have come to India through Assam. It has
been presumed that the Indo-Mongoloids started to embrace
Hinduism right from the later Vedic periods, and furthermore,
these Indo Mongoloids seemed to be well known to the Vedic
Aryans. Bhagadatta with his Kirata and Chinese followers
had become an ally of the Kauravas and tock part in the great
Mahabharata battle. He was, however, killed by the Pandava
hero, Bhima. All these, therefore, give an idea that the king of
Pragjyctisa had featured in the Mahabharata probably in its
first draft as an epic—hercin lies the significance of Bhagadatta
who had been closely connected with the Aryanisation of Assame
Apart from the mention of Pragjvotisa in the Mahabharata, the
Harivamsa, the Ramayana and the Vishnu and other Puranas, the
earliest cpigraphic reference to Assam (Kamarupa) can be found
in the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta. (C.350 A.D.)
Here along with Samatata, Davaka and Nepal and other states,
the names of Kamarupa has been mentioned as a frontier state
outside the Gupta empire. The mention of Pragjyotisa and
Kamarupa has also been made by Kalidasa and according to
him this was a state conquered by Raghu.

Thus, by all means, Assam, by the early centuries of the
Christian cra had become a part of Hindu India although a
majority of its people still speak the Bodo language. The
tradition that the dynasty of Naraka, which originated from
Vishnu and the Earth Goddess, also becomes a great link with
the rest of Hindu India.

It was in the middle of the first millennium A.D., when the
intermingling of Mongoloid and Aryan and Dravidian and
Austric were taking place, that the most important period of
Assam’s participation with the greater Indian way of life started.
This became more prominent during the reign of King Bhaskarae
varman. When this king had been ruling Assam, Harshavardhan,
one of the most powerful and enlightened rulers cf India, was the
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emperor of Northern India. Both being worthy contemporaries
of Hiuen Tsang, honoured the foreign traveller as a scholar of
international fame. Bhaskara, apart from ruling over Western
and Northern Assam (the Brahmaputra valley), probably also
ruled over the Surma valley (Sylhet, where an inscription of his
has been discovered). He had also succeeded in annexing
Karnasuvarna in West Bengal: In those days, Assam’s domi-
nion extended over the greater part of Bengal. Thus during
the middle of the 7th century A.D. a Hinduised Indo-Mongoloid
empire was formed. As the ruler of the frontier state in India,
adjoining area within the range of Assam, he encouraged Sino-
Indian co-operation in commerce and culture. This is a clear
indication of the Aryanisation of Eastern India and Assam. The
gifts sent by Bhaskaravarman to Harshavardhan were some of
the artistic and economic products of Assam which were both
rare and remarkable. The gifts included fine silk and various
kinds of silk weave, books on aloe barks as well as cane and
bamboo works and ivory ornaments, each more excellent than
the other.

The later kings in the succeeding periods also helped to
maintain a role of honour for Assam. The evidences from the
Nepal inscription suggest that Bhaskaravarman’s glory as a great
king and conqueror was upheld by King Harsha-deva of the
Salastambha line. Harsha-deva, C. 748 A.D. has been described
in the Nepal record as Gauda-Odradi-Kalinga-Kosala-pati,
which imply that the king ruled not only over Assam, but also
over Bengal, Orissa, part of Kalinga, and in Kosala or Eastern
U.P. The next rulers like Pralamba and his successors, and
those of the Pala line of Kamarupa, also seem to have been
Hinduised Bodos who took keen interest in Hindu religion and
culture and Sanskrit studies which they had accepted as their
own. Consolidation of the whole of the Brahmaputra valley into
a single statc, had not yet been made, and after the native
dynasty of the Palas, a new and short-lived line of kings started in
East Assam who were probably equal of the local Bodo origin,
although they claimed to be the descendants of ancient Aryans.

After continuing uptill-1200 A.D., there opened a new speach
in the history of Assam, with the beginning of the Mohammedan

invasions (Turki) and the coming and establishment of the Ahoms
(1228 A.D.).
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The next step of Assam was her stubborn resistance to the
Turki and Mughal aggressions for centuries together, deserves
praise because she had participated in the history and well being
of India. The Ahoms, having conquered the whole of the
Brahmaputra valley, subjugated not only their powerful Bodo
predecessors and rivals like the Chutiyas and the Dimasas (ie.,
Kacharis), but also the hill tribes like the Nagas and the Mikirs.
During their days of glory (as between 1680-1720) the Ahoms
had defeated the Khasis and Jaintias too. The western Bodo
tribes of West Assam and North Bengal (among whom the
Koches were prominent) were the only ones whom the Ahoms
failed to conquer for the whole of the 16th century, the two
efficient kings of the Koches, Vishwa Singha and Naranarayan
(aided by his brother, Sukladhwaj), formed their great empire in
East India and checked the attack of the Ahoms from time to
time, keeping them within their territories in Central and Eastern
Assam. For about 450 years the Ahoms and the Bodos fought
for supremacy, and in the end both gradually merged into a single
Assamese speaking people. Today, the Ahom language has
become extinct in character and the Ahoms are duly surviving as
a caste of Hindu Assamese, and the Bodos too are faring no
better although a fairly wide survival of their language has been
instrumental in reviving 'a Bodo consciousness and a Bodo
nationalism to some extent, even in present day Assam, with its
dominant Aryan language.

Thie Ahom ruler. Rudra Singha, (1696-1714) had clearly
revealed excellent farsightedness and a well knit scheme of
operation in his task of opposing the Muslim aggression in the
eastern region of India, and in doing so he has been ranked as
one of the greatest patriotic kings of Hindu India. Circum-
stances forced Rudra Singha to interfere in an intrigue and later
on a war between the Khasis (Jaintias) and the Kacharis.
The war resulted in his gaining mastery over both these tribes
and the greater part of the hilly tracts on the southern part of
the Brahmaputra valley. Then, with a view to fight the trouble-
some Mughals and other Muslims from Bengal, Rudra Singha
chalked out a great scheme. And even in this task he was further
actuated by a spirit which sought to defend the Hindus and
their religion against the onslaughts of Islam.

With a view to achieve complete success Rudra Singha,
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formed a league with the Hindu princes and feudatories as well
as the big barons of Bengal and Bihar, After having built up
the confederacy he started action against the Mughals in Bengal
and Eastern India. Certainly, not only Assam, but the whole
of India today feel proud of Rudra Singha, Sukhrung—pha, the
Abom king, whose personality has an all India significance.

The whole of the 18th century saw a gradual decay of the
Ahom power since, after Rudra Singha, there was not a single
king who could place himself on the same footing with Rudra
Singha. There arose religious wars between the Saktas and the
Vaishnavas and between the different sects of the Vaishnavas,
each party or sect having a king or a member of the nobility to
back it. It was the Burmese who inflicted the final blow by
invading Assam, inflicting untold and most savage sufferings
upon the people, paving the way for the final annexation of
Assam by the British and making it a part of the province of
Bengal, with Assam being administered from Calcutta.

Assam produced a number of successful generals and note-
worthy statesmen and great saints and poets during the six
hundred years of Ahom rule, i.e., durinz the late medieval
period in the history of Assam say from 1200 to 1800 A.D.
Incessant warfare and administration of the country being in the
hands of the kings who were but half-way Hindus right up to
the end of the 17th century could hardly be propitious to the
development of Sanskrit studies, and Assam has not much to
boast of in this regard. But the Assamese literature came into
being in the form of the other sister Indo-Aryan speeches, and
the literary output of the people of this border land has been
quite note-worthy.

Assam in the medieval times had produced two great poets
of exceptional quality who were in the Pan-Indian Bhakti tradi-
tion, viz; Sankaradeva and Madhavadeva whose importance in
the life and culture cof Assam is of the first rate. Through
tremendous effort they transformed Assam into a country of an
advanced humanism from a land of primitive animism which
was being affiliated to Saivism and the Saktism of the Tantras.
Assam’s isolation through her long independence, along with
geographical isolation, served as a handicap for her association
with other states of Noi1th India under the yoke of Muslim hege-
mony, but Hindu influences were closely operative between
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Assam on the one hand and Bengal and other states to her west
on the other. On the one hand the period was characterised by
the stabilisation of her people in its language and culture as an
Aryan speaking Hindu people under the leadership of the
Ahoms, who themselves had in the past spoken the Sino-Tibetan
Thai language, and also by the obstinate and finally success-
ful resistance which was offered by the Ahom rulers to
Muhammedan aggression from Bengal.

Assam witnessed a centralised, peaceful and orderly rule
during those years when the administrative machinery of the
land was tackled by the efficient and powerful Ahoms. Various
tribes merged into a single Assamese-speaking nation of medieval
India under the cultural leadership of the Brahmins and later of
the Vaishnavas, and these were further supplied with the military
and political lead and organisation by the Ahoms. The part
played by the Ahoms in the racial and cultural synthesis of the
region is of tremendous significance. Among the gifts of the
Ahoms to Assam and India, mention must be made of the name
Ahom—Assam, their high sense of history—Buranji tradition,
their military invincibility which paved the way for the unifica-
tion of Assam and their unique system of administrative
arrangement,

For the first time in many decades the British who came to
power in lower Assam as a result of the Yandaboo treaty in 1826,
introduced peace and harmony in Assam, and while doing so
they were very carefully bringing the whole of the region under
their sway, As newer and newer tracts to the North and
South of the Brahmaputra Valley were being brought under the
British the following were placed within the administrative unit of
Assam: Cachar (1832), Khasti State (1833), Jaintia Hills (1835), the
Eastern Brahmaputra Valley as an integral part of Assam proper
(1838), the Lushai Hills (1872), the Garo Hills (1873) and the
Bhutan Duars, the Aka and Dafla country and the Naga Hills
(which were slowly brought under the British rule the process
extending right up to 187%).

Gradually in Assam, the British were linking up the frontier
tribes with their own Government. It was the Lieutenant
Governor of Bengal who at the very beginning had ruled Assam
and the North-Eastern Frontier tracts since they had been added
to the British Indian Empire. But when the vast and compli-
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cated province of Bengal began to take up the whole attention
of the Government and left Assam neglected it was settled that
for the welfare and progress of Assam the province should be
separated into an administrative unit independent of Bengal.
Thus in the year 1874, Assam was formed into a Chief Com-
missionership after necessary alterations. In the north-east any
new additions to the British Indian territory was added to
Bengal. But it was in 1898 that the whole of the north-eastern
India as province of Assam was finally placed under a Chief
Commissioner who was responsible to the British India Govern-
ment under the Vice-roy, in Calcutta and then in Delhi. Thus,
Assam gained the honour of a new and self-contained state.
Then from 1905 to 1912, Assam and East Bengal were merged
as one and was ruled by a Lieutenant Governor as a result of
the partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon. After the Bengal
partition was annulled, Assam was once again separated from
Bengal and a Chief Commissionership was formed in the state
which lasted from 1912 to 1921, after which it was changed to
that of a governorship in 1921,

The introduction of the English system of education and the
medium of the English language, the establishment of the Post
and Telegraph and also the Railways completely broke down
the early handicap of Assam’s isolation and revived a new spirit
among the masses. Thus the remarkably distinct culture of the
various tribes of Assam, their different artistic creations like
the fine silk and cotton weaves of both the plain and hill areas,
the melodious Bihu Songs and colourful dances of the Brahma-
putra Valley and also the distinctive dances of the Manipuris,
the Nagas, the Khasis and others are gradually being recognised
as a living entity of all-Indian importance.

All these factors, therefore, in course of time unfolded an
entirely new world before the eager eyes of the Assamese who
had already witnessed rich cultural heritage in the past. The
picture was an encouraging one, depicting vividly a type of
moral and material glory which was new to Assam. Apart from
providing a new orientation to sccial and political thoughts in
Assam, the spread of western doctrines supplied a new sense of

/alue for judging human institutions. The people regained their
self-consciousness and recovered their keen sensibility and, for the
first time, began to discover themselves in the light that was thus
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cast by the western literature and philosophy. As a consequence
Assam began to witness an intellectual unrest. Numerous News-
papers and Journals began to be published which aimed at over-
throwing the foreign rulers who, in the name of establishing law
and order, were actually curbing down the rights of free expres-
sion and independent thoughts.“Jonaki”, “Bijuli”’, ‘“Assam”,
“Citizen”’, “Advocate of Assam”, “Times of Assam”, {‘Assam
Chronicle””, and “Dipti’’ are a few of the many journals which,
through balanced and cautious editorial comments pleaded for
the creation of a new Assam where perfection in politics and lawis
fully envisaged in its fitness to produce prosperity and happiness.

The western education also played a significant role in the
task of awakening Assam and in connecting the Assamese with
the English thought of the best kind, and in this regard the works
of Milton, Shakespeare, Burke, Mill, Macaulay, Spencer and
others are worth-mentioning. Later the link of Assam with the
west was made more thorough by actual personal contact of the
Assamese with the Western World. Anundoram Barooah a
worthy son of the Nineteenth century Assam went to England
to complete his education and had returned prestigiously as an
1.CS.

There were also a good number of scholars, administrators,
explorers and armymen of the Western World who had done
great work In revealing the majestic wealth of this enchanting
region in the north-east. They worked on the history, culture
and economic resources of Assam and highly praised the tradi-
tion and civilisation of this land. 1.P>. Wade, James Rennell,
Francis Hamilton, Walter Hamilton, David Scott, Captain
Fisher, Francis Jenkins, R.B. Pemberton, John M’Cosh,
M. Martin, William Robinson. Nathan Brcwn, John Butler,
B.H. Hodgson, A.J.M. Mills, M. Bronson, Rev. J. Long, R.G.
Woodthorpe, E.T. Dalton, H.Blochmann, W.W. Hunter, John
F. Michell, Alexander Mackenzie, C.A. Sopitt, B.C. Allen,
F.A. Gait, T.C. Hodson, Rev. S. Endle, C.U. Aitchison,
W.K. Firminger, A. Playfair, L.W. Shakespcar, A.M. Meer-
warth, J.H. Hutton and J.P. Mills are the names of those scho-
lars and administrators who had devoted themselves to the
cause of Assam.

The works of these pioncers immediately drew the attention
of the students, political workers and statesmen of Assam, who



came to the fore-front in the field of India’s struggle for inde-
pendence. Thus Assam Asscciation was formed in 1906 and
the people of Assam started to act in the domain of political
regeneration. In 1912 Assam joined the Congress Movement and
thus became one with the rest of India in the country’s struggle
for freedom. The result was the acute participation .of Assam
in the programme of the Indian National Congress, the annual
session of which was held at Gauhati in 1926. After India
became a free country, Assam has produced a large number of
statesmen and scholars who have greatly contributed in estab-
lishing a proud India, and in moulding her history for the better
and in promoting her civilisation in the present World.

The feelings of fraternity have always been a strong unifying
force in the North-East India. The indigenous ethnic stocks of
the region were the guiding force of this consciousness. This factor
thwarted the designs of the early invaders in the North-East
sentinel of India. In the middle of the first millennium A.D. the
attempts cf Yasodharman of Malwa (6th century A.D.),
Mahasenagupta a successor of the Great Guptas (6th century
A.D.) and Yasovarman of Kanauj (8th century A.D.) to sub-
jugate the land and its people miserably failed before the strong
determinaticn of the people of Assam., The Ahoms were also
very conscious of this bond of fraternity amongst the peoples of
both the hills and plains of Assam. Multitudes of warriors from
the neighbouring hills and plains of Assam joined the historic
battle of Saraighat against the Muhammedans under the illust-
rious Ahom generals. This ideology of solidarity and unity had
insptred the Ahom King Rudra Singha to visualise a federation
of the constituent kingdoms of the region. At times suspicions
and doubts embittered the traditional ties of relationship but
such designs had failed to produce harmful effects upon age-
old attachments which still  survive in spite of
numerous obstacles. Thus in the recent years Assam witnes-
sed within her territorial jurisdictions creation of a number of
states; Nagaland in 1963, Arunachal and Meghalaya in 1972
and Mizoram in 1973. Besides these therc are also some neigh-
bouring political units encircling Assam viz., Tripura, Manipur,
Bhutan, Sikkim and Cooch Behar (now a district of West
Bengal). But for geographical, historical, political, and eco-
nomic reasons the entire North-East of India develops a keen
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desire to assimilate and combine its diverse elements into a
single organic conception. Thus in the freedom struggle against
the British, during the foreign invasions of 1962, 1965, 1967 and
during the days of war with Pakistan in 1971-1972, the people
of the region unitedly reacted against the antinational forces
which were constantly at work within.

Assam with its chequered history, has taken her share in
the evolution of the civilisation of India, and at particular
periods she has contributed to the enrichment of Indian civili-
sation in various ways. Assam’s most intense period of parti-
cipation appears to have been in the middle of the first millen-
nium A.D., when the fusion of Aryan and Mongoloid and Austric
and Dravidian was well underway—particularly during the
reign of king Bhaskaravarman. Assam was the great reservoir
of the Mongoloid elements in the formation of the great Indian
population. She was the oldest route for India’s cultural
connection with the great country of China, the art of preparing
silk and silk cloth having entered India through Assam. Tantrik
Saktism as a component element in Hinduism seems to have
developed along the lines in which we find it in Eastern India
on the soil of Assam. Assam then participated in the co mnicn
religious life of post-Turki India, through Bhakti and the cult of
chanting God’s name. The isolation of Assam through her inde-
pendence combined with her geographical location at an extreme
end of India, were a handicap for the cause of her association
with other states of North India.brought together under the
yoke of the Delhi Sultanate, but Hindu influences were mutually
operative between Assam on the one hand and Bengal and other
states to her west on the other. Thus the act of Assam’s endea-
vour towards enriching Indian civilisation is a historical truth
and the people of this entire North-East are engaged in a
common effort to attain material advancement and full flower-
ing of their cultures with a view to realizing the greater goal of
all-round progress and prosperity of the great land of India as
a whole.

N.N. Acharrya
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ON AssAM

1. Memorandum of Proceedings regarding Assam, about 1792.

The Rajah of Assam having complained to this Government
of the Dringh Rajah and of some sepoys and burkundazes, na-
tives of Bengal, who assisted the latter Rajah to recover
possession of his country, the Governor General advised, as well
from motives of humanity as from a wish to be better informed
of the interior state of Assam, its commerce, &c., to send an
active and prudent officer with six companies of sepoys to
Gualparah, but to defer giving him detailed instructions until
he should transmit every information that he could obtain when
near the scene that related to the objects of his future operaticns.

In consequence of the adoption of this proposition by the
Board, Captain Welsh, the officer selected for this service, pro-
ceeded to Gualparah where he arrived on the 8th November
1792, with threce companies of sepoys. At this place he was
received by the nominal Rajah of Dringh (minister to the Assam
Rajah), who was very urgent with Captain Welsh to march to
the relief of his master, who this time was closely pressed by
Kissnarain the real Rajah of Dringh and the Bengal burkundaz-
es. It appears to have been the intention of Captain Welsh to
have proceeded with all possible expcdition, as soon as the
other part of the detachment joined, to Gowhatty, the town in
which the Assam Rajah was besieged, where he intended to
hear (ne representations of all parties, and for this purpose took
with him a vakeel of Rajah Kissnarain; but on his march he was
met by the Rajah of Assam who had been surprised by a Gosain,
commonly called Burje Rajah, and obliged to fly from Gowhatty.



2 HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS OF ASSAM

Notwithstanding this unforeseen flight of the person at whose
requisition the detachment was sent, Captain Welsh determined
to proceed to Gowhatty in order to reinstate the Rajah.

At the first interview Captain Welsh had with Surjee Deo,

the Assam Rajah, it appeared very plainly that his views in
soliciting aid from our Government were not confined to get rid
of the Bengal burkundazes, but that he expected or wished to be
assisted by our troops against all enemies, who, by his own
account, were numerous, and in this hope was encouraged by
Captain Welsh. Gowhatty was taken possession of by our troops
on the 21st November 1792. Surjee Deo’s enemies being easily
dispersed. From this place Captain Welsh addressed a letter
to the Jemadars commanding the burkundazes, as also to
Kissnarain, directing them to retire into Bengal, with threats of
imprisoning the families of the Bengalees in the event of dis-
obedience to his order. The answers were evasive.

On the 26th of Novemter 1792, the Governor General sent
some general instructions tc Captain Welsh, leaving him, how-
ever, a discretion to adopt the most eligible means for executing
the same. These instructions are grounded on the supposition
that the Dringh Rajah was entirely under the control of a body
of the burkundazes whom he invited to assist him against the
Rajah of Assam, and that these trcops constituted the principal
strength of the Dringh Rajah’s army.

On these grounds, and to avoid bloodshed, his Lordship
advices that the disturbances should, if possible, be settled by
mediation with the Rajah of Dringh and the chiefs of the
burkundazes. But the safety of the Assam Rajah is recommend-
ed as the primary object, and Captain Welsh is dirccted to use
force should conciliatory measures prove fruitless. His Lordship
declines giving any detailed instructicns for want of sufficient
local knowledge and information of the country.

A short time after the Rajah had joined our detachment,
Captain Welsh discovered him to be a very weak man on whom
no dependence could be placed, he being generally intoxicated
with opium, and when sober totally incapable of all business,
which was transacted by his Ministers. These men, Captain
Welsh describes as devoid of honesty, inimical to their master,
injuriously rapacious to the country, and, in short, more destruc-
tive to the Rajah’s interests than his avowed encmies. To one
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of these Ministers Captain Welsh expressed a wish that Kiss-
narain should be restored to the Rajah of Dringh which had been
possessed by his father who had forfeited it, together with his
life, for some crime, because it appeared that Kissnarain had a
considerable force independent of the Bengal burkundazes
against whom solely he, Captain Welsh, was instructed to act.
Captain Welsh also hinted at the necessity of a large force in
the event of the Assam Rajah persisting to continue at enmity
with Kissnarain, aad the necessity of the Rajah’s reimbursing
the company for the additional expense they would incur on
that account. To all these suggestions, evasive answers were
returned by this minister as well as ty others who were after-
wards deputed by the Rajah to confer with Captain Welsh on
the state of the country. On considering the reputed strength of
Kissnarain’s forces, and the necessity of securing the command
of the river, Captain Welsh recommends that one battalion, in
addition to the force he recommended, should be sent to join
him, and another be detached to Bissnee to Dringh or Gowhatty,
as the service might acquire also two six-pounders with drauglt
and carriage cattle for the whole detachment. :

Lord Cornwallis, in reply to Captain Welsh’s cpinions and
statements, observes that it is not consistent with the line of con-
duct which has been prescribed for the Company to attempt the
conquest of a country from which we have received no injury
noris it even the wish of this Government to acquire an
influence in the internal management of the affairs of Assam.
That it is therefore particularly necessary that our temporary
influence should be confined to the objects which were originally
expected from the”detachment, viz, to drive the Bengal banditti
out of the country of Assam and to endeavour to establish, by
Captain Welsh's presence and countenance, the Rajah in the
exercise of his lawful authority. The first object Lord Corn-
wallis deemed practicable, but the last difficult on account of the
profligacy of the Ministers and the Rajah’s imbecility; he there-
fore advices Captain Welsh to act with caution, to secure the
the safety of the detachment and to avoid taking any measures
that might commit Government further in the business than was
compatible with their intentions and the general rules of the
policy. His Lordship recommends, should circumstances ad-
mit of the cxplanation, that the Rajah and his Ministers should
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be informed of the above sentiments in general terms, and that
it was required, as a preliminary to Captain Welsh’s taking
any further concern about them, that the Dringh Rajah shall be
restored to the quiet possession of the rights of his ancestors,
on the condition however, of his assisting in re-establishing the
Assam Rajah’s authority over the other parts of his dominions.
On the part of the Dringh Rajah, Captain Welsh is instructed to

assure him that should he accede to the above terms, Govern-
ment will never act against him should the Assam Rajah

hereafter disturb him in the possession of the ancient rights of
his family.

Now Captain Welsh finding himself only amused by
Kissnarain and the jemadars of the burkundazes came to the
resolution of attacking them, which he effected with great con-
duct and drove the Rajah with his banditti into Bhootan. Thus
the first object of the expedition, driving the Bengal burkundaz-
es out of Assam, was effected. But it appeared impracticable to
Captain Welsh to accomplish the second, to re-cstablish the
Rajah in the exercise of his lawful authority without interfering

in the internal management of the country. First, because the
Rajah had all influence frcm his imbecility; second, because his

ministers were traitors and universally detested.

On these accounts the mcst enlightened of the inhabitants at
Gowhatty declared it to be their opinion that until the Rajah
was in some degree under Captain Welsh’s management, he
would never be able to assert his rights.

In conformity with Lord Cornwallis’ instructions, Captain
Welsh insisted on and obtained the re-instatement of Kissnarain
in his ancient rights, of which he informed the said Kissnarain,
with assurances from Governments similar to those above-men-
tioned as forming part of Lerd Cornwallis’ orders; on this head
Captain Welsh soon after this, discovered that the Rajah, whom
he had hitherto regarded as weak only, was a monster of cruelty,
and that his Ministers had endeavoured to prevent all communi-
cation between him and the said Rajah. In consequence of
those discoveries, Captain Welsh thought proper to confine
two of the ministers and to acquaint the Rajah Surjee Deo that
whilst he continued to countenance acts of oppression and
cruelty, and employed such infamous people (meaning the
Rajah’s Ministers) to manage the country, he, Captain Welsh,
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could give him no protection. In conclusicn, he required
the dismission, of the Rajah’s ministers. Captain Welsh, how-
ever, gives it as his opinion to Lord Cornwallis, that should
the Rajah even assent to this dismission, still it would be abso-
lutely necessary to help the Burra Burwa Prime Minister in
conement, or otherwise the inhabitants, who dread his vengeance
when the detachment leaves Assam will never think their lives
safe. For these and other reasons, Captain Welsh thought proper
to publish a manifesto, informing the inhabitants of the dismission
of the Ministers, stating the oppression they had for a long while
been subject to, assuring them of future protection, and requcst-
ing them to attend the durbars with all such complaints as
they might have to prefer. Captain Welsh also addressed a
circular letter to the different Rajahs and Chiefs of Assam,
inviting them to a conference at Gowhatty inorder to fix on
some plans of Government that might be productive of public
good. Captain Welsh observes to Lord Cornwallis that though
the measures he had adopted might appear short and even harsh
yet he trusted they were justifiable from the necessity he was under
of depriving the worthless and cruel Ministers of the power to
do harm, which could only be effecting by abridging their
liberty.

In reply to Captain Welsh’s statement of these measures
Lord Cornwallis says he does not see how Government can
reconcile it to any principle of justice and humanity to establish
by force the authority of the wretched Rajah and his worthless
Ministers in Assam. His Lordship recommends a convention of
the Rajahs and the powerful chiefs to concert with Captain
Welsh the best means to prevent the country from being totally
ruined. Lord Cornwallis adds that he cannot at present judge
what stipulations it would be proper to make in favour of
Surjee Deo, but at all events he must previously be required to
dismiss his Ministers.

Before Captain Welsh had however received the above
instructions from His Lordship, he had discovered a particular
act of cruelty, too shocking to relate, committed by the Rajah,
who, in a conference with Captain Welsh, declared that if he
was deprived of the power of killing and mutilating his subjects
at pleasure, he would resign his raj. He exonerated his Ministers
from the odium of committing acts of cruelty and oppression,
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taking the same on himself, and concluded with positively refus-
ing to dismiss them from his service. In consequence of this
declaration, and in consideration of other circumstances,
Captain Welsh restricted the number of the Rajah’s attendants to
one hundred, and informed him by letter that he had forbidden
his subjects from having any intercourse or communication with
him until the Rajahs and the Chiefs were assembled. Captain
Welsh also, in a manifesto he addressed to the people of Assam,
after stating the Rajah’s misconduct, restricts all intercourse
with him as above mentioned.

Lord Cornwallis approved of this measures, and authorised
Captain Welsh to assure the inhabitants that they shall not be
abandoned to the Rajah’s savage cruelty and informs him
(Welsh) of a reinforcement being ordered to Assam.

From this period, of course, Surjee Deo’s power was annihi-
lated, and all authority rested with Captain Welsh, who, confor-
mably to Lord Cornwallis’ instruction has endeavoured to
inspire the disaffected chiefs with confidence, and to bring them
to general meeting for the purposes already mentioned. In some
degree he has succeeded, Kissnarain being reinstated in the raj
of Dringh, and other Chiefs of consequence giving hopes of
coming in, the Gosains in particular. But as yet there has been
no convention, consequently the country remains in the same
distracted state it was in when we first interfered, with an excep-
tion of those parts where our troops are stationed.

2. Markham Narratives on Bogle Mission on Early Anglo-
Assamese Relations

Bogle’s recommendations concerning Assam, however, ex-
press.a diametrically opposite viewpoint. And they too are
important for our subject, because this region and its teas played
important parts in the later efforts of the British to open Tibet
to trade.

Assam itself is an open country of great extent, and by all
accounts well cultivated and inhabited; the road into it either by
land or the Brahmaputra lies open......... As the great objection
against entering Nepal, &c., arises from the difficulty of keeping
open the communications; so, on the other hand, the easy access
to Assam, whether by land or water, invites us to the attempt.
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Assam, yields many valuable articles for exportation. Gold
is a considerable article of inland trade......... when the restric-
tions against exportation are taken off, it must give the balance
of trade in our favour. Supposing it should not turn out so
great an object as I have represented, still it cannot with reason
be doubted that it would more than reimburse the Company, by
the advantageous terms they would be glad to give us in point
of the question; and I make no doubt but that, a few months
after our entering Assam, the troops might be paid and provi-
sioned without making any demands on the Company’s
treasury.

Such an aggresive attitude on the part of officials of an
expanding empire could not be easily concealed from the people
of the surrounding nations. And it would probably have been
difficult to convince the Bhutanese or the Tibetans that a policy
directed against others might not some day be directed against
them. Especially since the former had already enjoyed a some-
what too intimate experience with it.

3. Commercial Treaty concluded by Captaiﬁ Welsh with Gaurinath
Singh; February 28, 1793

Article Ist. That there shall henceforth be a reciprocal and
entire liberty of commerce between the subjects of Bengal and
those of Assam for all and singular goods and merchandizes on
the conditions and in such manner as is settled in the following
rules.

Article 2nd.  That to facilitate this full intercourse the sub-
jects of both nations, those of Bengal and Assam, fulfilling the
conditions hereafter prescribed, be permitted to proceed with
their boats loaded with merchandizes into Assam and to expose
their goods for sale at any place or in any mauner that may
best suit their purpose without being subject to any other duties
than are established by these articles.

Article 3rd. That a regular impost be levied on all goods
or merchandizes whether of export cr import, and that they be
fixed as follows :

Imports

1. That the salt of Bengal be subject to an impost of 10 per

cent, on the supposed prime cost, reckoning that invariably at
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400 rupees per 100 maunds of 84 tolas weight to the seer.

2. That the broad cloths of Europe, the cotton cloths of
Bengal, carpets, copper. lead, tin, pearls, hardware, jewellery,
spices and the various other goods imported into Assam pay
an equal impost of 10 per cent, on the invoice price.

3. The warlike implements and military stores be considered
contraband and liable to confiscation excepting the supplies of
those articles which may be required for the company’s troops
stationed in Assam, which and every other matter of conveni-
ence for the said troops whether of clothing or provisions are in
all cases to be exempt from duties.

Exports

1. That the duties to be levied on all articles of export
(except in such cases as are hereafter mentioned) be invariable
10 per cent. reckoning agreeable to the rates hereby annexed to
each.

Mooga Dhoteis per maund of 84 tolas to the

Y] S PN Rs. 95 0 O
Mooga thread.............ooooiiiiiiiii i, 70 0 O
Paper.....cooi it

Elephants’s Teeth......................oviiinnis 50 0 0
Cutern Lac.......ooovii i e 4 0 O
Chuprah and qQuUryzai.......c.ocoevveivieennannns 3 80
Monjut....cooooiiii 4 0 O
COottOM. et e

2. That all articles of exports not herein specified (with the
exception of the following) and for which no certain calculation
be made be subject to an equal impost in such instances always
to be paid in kind and with respect to those articles which have
been particularised that the duties be received either in money
or kind as may be most convenient to the merchant; but as it
may happen that a temporary scarcity of grain may secure
within Bengal and Assam, to provide against which rise every
description of grain to be exempt from duties.

Article 4th. That any person or persons detected in
attempting to defraud the Sugeo Deo of the duties hereby
established shall be liable to confiscation of his/their property
and for ever after debarred the privilege of the trade.

Article 5Sth. That for the purpose of collecting the said
duties agents be appointed and custom houses established, for
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the present one at the Candahar Chokey and one at Gowhatty.

Article 6th. That it be the business of the agents to be sta-
tioned at the Candahar Chokey to collect the duties on all
imports, and on all exports, that the produce of the country to
the westward of Gowhatty for which they are to be held respon-
sible (?) they are to examine all boats passing specifying the
number and quantity of each article, copy of which they are to
forward without delay to the agent at Gowhatty whether
or further if it be necessary the merchant may proceed under
sanction off said pay.

Article 7th. That it be the business of the agents stationed
at Gowhatty to collect the duties on all exports the produce of
the country parallel to it North and South, and also on all
exports the produce of the country to the eastwards as far as
Now Gong, for which in like manner they are to be held res-
ponsible. They are to examine all boats passing down the River
and to grant passport to the proprietor, copy of which to be
forwarded to the agents at the Candahar Chokey who are to re-
examine the cargo lest on the way between Gowhatty and this
station the merchant may have taken goods on board which
could not be specified in the pass granted at that place

Article 8th. That as an incitement to the agents to be indus-
trious in the discharge of this duty, a recompence be made to
them bearing a proportion to the amount of the collections and
that for the present it be fixed at 12 per cent. on the said collec-
tions which is calculated to defray all incidental expenses.

Article 9th. That the said agents be required to be securities
for each other and that the whole be bound by engagement to the
Surgeo Deo not only for the purity of their conduct in the collec-
tion but also that they abstain from having any concern either
directly or indirectly, in trade.

Article 10th. That a copy of their accounts be produced on
or before the 10th of every month and that the payment of the
collections be made into the funds of any person the Surgeo
Deo may appoint to receive it at the expiration of every quarter.

Article 11th. That the standard weight hereafter for exports
and imports be 40 seers to the maund and 84 sicca weight to
the seer.

Article 12th. That as much political inconvenience might
arise to both Governments from granting a general license to
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the Subjects of Bengal to settle in Assam no European merchant
or adventurers of any description be allowed to fix their resi-
dence in Assam without having previously obtained the permis-
sion of the English Government and that of the Surgeo Deo.

Article 13th. That as Captain Welsh, the representative of
the said English Government, in consideration of the Surgeo
Deo having removed the prohibitory restrictions which have
hitherto existed to the detriment of a free intercourse, has signi-
fied his intention of bringing to punishment all persons from
Bengal offending against the established laws of Assam or
infringing these articles, so the Surgeo Deo on his part declares
he will punish all abuses in his subjects tending to obstruct or
discourage the reciprocal intercourse this system is designed to

promote.

Article 14th. That copies of these articles be affixed at every
public place throughout Assam that none may plead ignorance
and that Captain Welsh be requested to send one officially to

his government.

Note. On February 6, 1794, Captain Welsh reported to the
Government of Bengal as follows : —

“The commercial regulations rather between the Rajah and
myself are in full force, but the principal benefit which arises
from them is the demolition of an iniquitous monopoly, which
ultimately must be productive of great pecuniary advantage, and
in the meantime removes the distress of the people. From the
collections of the Candahar Chokey the sum of Arcot Rupees
12,012-2-6 has been received, during the space of nine months,
after defraying the incidsntal expenses, and from this source the
Rajah is to receive annually Rupees 12000...the overplus is des-
tined to defray part of the expense of the detachment.

I am of opinion that this commercial compact will admit of
considerable alteration with a view to the the improvement of
trade between the two states but the efficacy of such alteration
depends in the first instance on the restoration of order, and in
the second, on the degree of influence the Hon’ble Board may
be desirous of obtaining in the affairs.”
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Treaty with King Gaurinath Singha, Feb 20, 1793

Captain Welsh’s expedition to Assam ended in the conclu-
sion of a treaty with King Gaurinath Singha on February 20,
1793. The Assam Rajah ‘‘highly sensible of the benefit he has
experienced from the aid which has been afforded to him by
the English Government, and desirous not only of cementing
the harmony and friendship which subsist between him and that
power, but also of extending the beneficial effects thereof, in
general, to the subjects of Bengal and Assam, has at the re-
commendation of Captain Welsh, the representative at his court
of the said English Government, agreed to abolish the injudi-
cious system of commerce which has heretofore been pursued”.
The treaty provided for ‘‘a reciprocal and entire liberty of
commerce between the subjects of Bengal and those of Assam”’.
But we learn “that the Government never ratified or published
the treaty on the ground that the Raja’s Government was not
sufficiently strong to ensure its operation’’.

In the Imperial Record Department of the Government of
India, there is a manuscript ‘agreement with Raja Surgeo Deo of
Assam, requiring him to defray the expenses of the East India
Company’s troops serving in Assam, bearing the seals of the
Raja and his Minister the Burra Fogan, (Pol. Con. 24 Feb/1794,
No. 16). It is worthwhile to investigate and brmg to light the
terms of this hitherto unknown treaty.

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE EAST INDIA COMPANY
AND GAURINATH SINGHA

Kolliabar, 12th February, 1794 Agreement entered into with
Surgeo Deo.

The Burra Fogan isto pay from the Districts under his
Jurisdiction from Kolliabar to the Candahar Chokey (the
Collections of that place included the annual sum of One Lakh
and Fifty Thousands Rajah Moury Rupees towards defraying
the Expense of the Hon’ble Company’s Troops serving in
Assam to Commence from the Ist of February 1794.

The Surgeo Deo’s Seal. Thos. Welsh.
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The Burra Fogans Seal.

Witnesses, Sri Bika Ram Mazundar.
The Kargarish Fogun

Kisstnaut Gossein.

Sri Attaram,

Rudram Burwah,

Beeka Mozumdar

Amount of sum to be collected by the Burra Fogan from
the different districts for the year 1794 including supposed
Collections from the Candahar Chokey : —

Rajah Maury.

Rs.
Doomriah 5.000
Kamroop 80,00
Derungh 50,00
Beltolah 2,500
Rannygong 6,000
Noadewar 15,000
Chatgurriah 2,000
Chuttiah 2,000
Chardewar 6,000
Gillidary 3,000
Maingin Panbary 400
Dhing 2,000
Saatrajeah 1,000
Paunchrajeah and Babajeah 1,000
Noagong 2,000
Corringtle 2,000
Chundorriah 400
Doorea 400
Candahar Chokey supposed... 20,000
collections

Total amount of collection. . 2,00,700
Amount to be paid by the Burra 1,50,000
Fogan
Balance remaining for the Surgo...
Deo’s 50,700

Thos. Welsh.
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Remarks...—The above document, mentioned on page 15 ant,
is published here for the first time from the original manuscript re-
cord in possession of the Imperial Record Department, Calcutta,
with permission of the Government of India, obtained through
Mr. A.F.M. Abdul Ali, M.A., F.R.S.L, Keeper of the Records
of the Government of India, communicated in his letters No. 111
of February 13 and No. 217 of April 3, 1928. The preamble
in English over the signature of Captain Welsh is translation of
the material portion of the terms of the Agreement, embodies
in the vernacular passage signed by Sivadatta Barphukan. This
Agreement is highly valuable as showing the approximate re-
venues of the Ahom Government from Lower Assam representing
thearea governed by the Barphukan, which extended from
Kaliabar to Hadirachowki. Bikaram Mojumdar, and attestor
of the Agreement, is mentioned in Rai Bhadur Gunabhiram
Borooah’s Assam Buranji as one of the envoys of the Ahom
king, Gaurinath Singha, deputed in 1792 to Lord Cornwallis, to
solicit the latter’s help to suppress local disturbances. The state-
ment of revenues realised by the Ahom Government from
various sources, during the Prime Mininistership of Purnananda
Buragohain, which synchronises with the period of the Agree-
ment, can be reproduced here for purposes of comparison, from
the memorial submitted to Mr. A.F. Moffatt Mills by Ghana-

kanta Singha Juvaraj and others through Maniram Datta Barua
Dewan :—

“Sairat Revenue including Commission Dastooree”, etc.,

Rs.

From Bungal Haut............... 60,000
Buttakoochee Dooar............ 6,000
Solal Phat..................... 6,000
Gobah and Sonapoor Rahajagee...... 6,000
Gowhatty and other Hauts......... 12,000
Namsang Haut ... 5,00
Jorehath 11,000
Teeneemoonee Phat ... ... 3,000
Panee Mussooree ... 3,600
Fisheries .. 7,000
Panee Phat Kucharee Haut............... 18,000
and cther Khoor dan.

Ferries, supposed amount 5,000

Oy
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Rajdhonee (Royal Revenue)

Chengadsonhunee ... 4,500
Chooteea, Chatgong Kurreeanara... - 6,000
Authooreea ... 2,100
Chaee Dooar = ... 6,600
Jumoonamookh e 5,000
Cacharee, Sonwal and Sonwal ............ 21,000
Mureeas 0 . 5,400
Kullungeea, etc, Moodhees............... 5,000
Jaeegeeree @000 L 44,000
Dooars,etc. .. 9,000

....................................

Total... 107,600
Grand total... 2,56,600

WELSH’S REPORT ON ASSAM, 1794

From CAPTAIN WELSH, to EDWARD HAY, Esq., Secretary
to Government, dated 6th February 1794.

In obedience to the orders of the Honourable the Governor
General in Council, I lose no time in replying to the questions
proposed in your letter of the 6th ultimo.

The information transmitted is, [ may venture to say,
correct in the most material points.

Ist Question : “What form of government subsisted in Assam
previous to your arrival there. In replying to this query you
are to specify, as far as may be in your power, the relative de-
gree of authority possessed by the Rajah and the different
Chiefs.”

Answer to Ist Question : At the period in question a subversion
of all regular government had taken place, but the question in-
volves the ancient form of government and the most important
alterations which it may have exp:rienced. At present the
outlines of the system will suffice for the information of the
Board; it deserves a minute detail at a period of more leisure.
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The right of conquest had vested the dominion of this King-
dom in the race of Surgeo Deo and the descendants of the
principal associates of Sookapah, the original conqueror. The
form of government was consequently monarchical and aristo-
cratical.

The monarchy was possessed by the descendants of Sooka-

pah, being partly hereditary and partly elective. It
Monarchy. was hereditary in the fraternal line. In failure of

brothers in the direct line of the Monarch’s sons,
in failure of these in the sons of the brothers next in seniority.
Beyond this line, the aristocracy exercised a latitude of election
among the nearest relations of the late monarch with some
attention to the claims of nearer consanguinity, but more to
those of personal merit.

The Monarch was the first executive cofficer and presided
over every department of the State. He distributed honors,
titles and offices, without the concurrence, but not without the
counsel of the aristocracy. He was not lord of the soil, but
would alienate lands for the legal tenure of which the possessor
had no written documents. All uncultivated land was entirely
at his disposal. He possessed no power over the lives and pro-
perty of his subjects. He could not make peace and war with-
out the concurrence of the aristocracy. He treated with foreign
powers by his own ambassadors and in his own name, but with
the previous concurrence of the aristocracy. In the public
councils, he possessed the privilege of a casting voice. In
executing sentence of death on a criminal his order alone would
sanction a form by which the criminal’s blood might be shed.
He alone coined moncy. His person was sacred.

The aristocrcy, or Patrah-Muntree, was composed of three

Gohains and the two Prime Ministers of State.

Aristocracy. The three Gohains or Patrah were the Burh

Patrah Gohain, Burh Gohain, and Boorah

Gobhain. They were permanant and hereditary counsellors of

State little infericr to the Monarch in rank. On all occasions

their counsel, and on all important affairs their concurrence,

were indispensable. They proclaimed the Monarch and  could

depose him in the instance of incavacity or great delinquency.
Some doubt, however, exists of their legal power of deposition.

In the provinces allotted to each, they exercised most of the
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independent rights of sovereignty. In the execution of sentence
of death, their order could not sanction a form in which the
blood of the criminal might be shed but they could authorize his
death by drowning. Tn the event of war or the construction of
public works they furnished their proportion of militia or men.
They likewise supplied some triflng articles for the King’s stores,
but paid no other revenue. They ruled their provinces on the
principles of the general system. The pre-eminence was possess-
ed by the Gohains who obtained from the Monarch the title of
Roye and the additional services of 2,000 men.

If the son of a Gohain was incapacitated by youth, want of
abilities, or other causes, he was excluded from the succession.

The Monarch, with the concurrence of the two Gohains,
conferred the appointment on the late Gohain’s brother or his
brother’s son. In failure of incapacity or delinquency of the
nearest claimants a greater latitude was allowed, but in every
instance the vacancy was supplied from five families descended
from the associates of Sookapah. In the event of delinquency a
Gohain might be removed from his office by the Monarch with
the concurrence of two Gohains.

The Prime Ministers, or Muntree, were the Burra Burwah,
and the Burra Fogon. Their offices were not hereditary, but
they were chosen from four families, the descendants of the
associates of Sookapah. The Ministers were removable at the
Monarch’s pleasure with the concurrence of the Gohains.

The Burra Burwah commanded the forces, received the re-
venues, and administered the justice of the upper provinces from
Suddea on the eastern confines to Kolliabar in Decanpah and
Derung in Ooterpah with an exception in favour of the pr¢vinces
under the Government of the Gohains. He could not sancticn
the execution of a criminal by any form of death. The Burra
Fogon’s office was considered of higher importance, though of
later creation than the former. The jurisdiction commenced at
Kolliabar and Derung and inc'uded the whole of the kingdom
to the western confines. His jurisdiction was similar to that of
Burra Burwah, but its distance frcm the seat ¢f Gevernment
rendered it necessary that he should possess the pcwer of execu-
ting sentence of death by drowning. Appeals from his judicial
decisions were scarcely practicable, and were only made on very
important occasions.
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The civil establishment was composed of the officers who
superintended the various arts, sciences, trades, sources of
public revenues, employments of the King’s
Departments of  household, and numerous other departments.
Government, About 12 Fogons and 20 Burwahs were allott
Civil, Military ed for these offices, and were chosen from the
and Ecclesiastical nine families of hereditary nobility. They
were amenable for their conduct to the

Monarch only.

In the Department of Justice, the Neeay Khodah Fogon
represented the Sovereign, and received appeals from the Burra
Burwah and Burra Fogon. Every officer under Government was
a judge in his department, with an appcal to his superior officer,
and ultimately to the Monarch’s representative. In the Gohain
provinces no appeal was allowed from the decision of the Chief.
In the administration of justice, witnesses were examined and
written documents received in evidence, the Judge decided
according to the customs of the country and to the best of his
judgment, as no written laws existed previous to the introduc-
tion of Brahminical religion. The Monarch would authorize any
person of consequence to take cognizance of particular causes
in any part of the Kingdom.

Military The army was a militia, and organized in
Establishment. the following manner: —

Every family furnished the Sovereign with one man in four
) as a permanent militia or standing army.
Privates When the public service required an addi-

tional force, two men and in cases of great
emergency either of war or public works, three men. The first
was denominated Mool, the second Dowal, the third Tewal.
The fourth who remained to cultivate the soil, and the four are
termed Ghote Pike Officers.
Twenty men were commanded by a Burra, one hundred by
a Khotkea, one thousand by a Hazaree, three thousand by a
Rajekoar, and six thousand by a Fogon. The Burra Burwa
and Burra Fogon as Commanders-in-Chief, had each the parti-
cular command of a body of twelve thousand men. The Fogons,
Rajekoars, and Hazarees were nominated by the Monarch, but
with the advice and concurrence of the Gohains. The Khotkeas
and Burras were appointed by their respective Fogons and
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Rajekoars. The privates might demand through the regular
channel and the dismission of their Burras and Khotkeas, and
the appointment of an officer of their own nomination. Each
officer administered justice to the men under his command with
an appeal to his superior officer, and ultimately to the Neeay
Khodah Fogon.

From these service were exempted the descendants of the
hereditary nobility, unless in the event of delinquency, and all
who possessed offices under Government.

Military stores were under the superintendence of the
Kargoriah Fogon

It is only necessary to observe that the Brahminical religion
has prevailed since the time of Rooder Sing,
who reigned about 70 years ago.

The creation of three lesser Gohains from the same families
as the former appears to have been the

Ecclesiastical.

Alterations of principal lecal alteration in the Civil and
the original Military Departments., The office of Burra
system. Fogon was of later creation also. The re-

cent Gohains are the Suddea Koa Gohains,
Governor of the eastern confines or Suddea; the Moorung Koa
Gohain, Governor of the confines towards Naga and Kossaree;
the Solal Gohain, Governor of Kolliabar.

In a lapse of centuries every possible deviaticn from regular
Government might be enumerated, but it will be proper to con-
fine the discussion to those illegal innovations, which proved
the first source of the late troubles. -

The sacred regularity of succession to the Throne was

Source of violated by the power of the Burra Burwah,

discontent and in the instance of Rajah Swar Sing who

disaffection. superseded his elder brother Mohun Mala
Deo.

The rights of the hereditary nobility were supcrseded by the
appointment of Roop Sund, and at a later period of his son
Chiste Sund, the grandfather of Joinath, to the high office of
Burra Burwah. Joinath is the dismissed Burra Burwah.

The power of the State and the direction of the Royal Coun-
cils were now completely diverted from the lawful channel of the
Gohains. The secret machinations of the latter co-operating
with the general struggle for power under a weak and vicious
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administration and with the discontents of the people seem to
have excited the Maran and Maimaria insurrections.

The execution of the Gooroo or High Priests of the Momari-
as and of his son, suspected, probably with great justice, as the
principal authors of the troubles, was the chief cause of the
subsequent insurrections,

Mohun Meeha Deo’s death by Moran poison had rendered

legitimate the latter part of Luckee Sing’s reign, but the sons of
his elder brothers possessed a right to the succession superior to
that of Gourinaut Sing; the expedient of mutilation, however,
had left Gourinaut (the present Rajah of Assam) without a rival
and he became lawful Sovereign at an early period of life.

The debauched minority, the ignorance, imbecility, caprice,
execrable cruelty, and oppression of Government, whose minis-
ters and low favourites were the dread, detestation, and shame
of the great, the scourge, and execration of the people, involved
the whole Kingdom in confusion.

The Burh Gohain and his five sons, were murdered. Ada-
sooria, Burra Burwah of hereditary nobility, and numerous
adherents suffered mutilation.

All the men of consequence were divided in opposite in-
terests; but the whole seemed united in sentiments against the
vile favourites of Gourinaut.

Every kind of oppression was practised on the people. The
Momarias succeeded probably by the connivance of the King’s

Generals-certainly by their supineness. The Boora Gohain may
with great justice be suspected of having favoured the insurrec-

tion. The King fled from his capital on the approach of the
insurgents and repaired to Gowhatty., The Boora Gohain and
other persons of consequence, many petty Chiefs of districts and
towns, and some adventurers, with a very few followers, assumed
independence in various parts of the country.

The same crimes and cppressions afflicted the vicinity of the
Monarch’s residence wherever he fled. It is probable that the
Diga Rajah, of Deranh, was provoked by similar oppression
to rebel, yet there is some reason to think that his principal
motive was the opportunity to assert independence which the
times afforded. He perished by haads of the executioner.
His son, deprived of the succession, seized Derangh and
Kamroop with the assistance of the Burkandazes.
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The Rajahs of Noaduwar esteemed the times favourable to
their personal independence, which was accordingly asserted,
without any apparent provocation. A bold adventurer with two
or three hundred men, advanced to Gowhatty, and Surgee Deo
fled to Bengal.

This questieon has been partly answered. It
Relative Authority remains to notice the western Rajahs of
of the Rajah and  Doomriah, Derangh, Beltolah, Rannygong
the different Chiefs. and Noaduwar.

Surgee Deo found his title of Sovereignty over these Chiefs
on the right of conquest or voluntary submission.

With the concurrence of the Patrah, or Potrah Muntree, he
could dismiss a Rajah, and appoint his brother to fill the
vacancy, or his son in failure of the fraternal line. It is doubt-
ful whether he possessed the lawful power to put a Rajah
to death.

The Rajahs were Judges in their own districts, but with an
appeal to the Burra Fogon and the Monarch. They must attend
personally with their complement of men, when summoned
by the Surgee Deo. All the Rajahs, except the Ranee, pay an
annual revenue, in addition to the number of men they might
furnish on any emergency.

Confires. Suddia, Miree, Duffala Orika, Botan, Naga, Ko-
paree, Jointa, and the Garrows paid tribute to the Monarch of
Assam.

2. The limited degree of authority which the Surgee Deo at
present enjoys, he derives from the countenance of the Com-
pany’s troops.

The different Chiefs and Rajahs profess submission and
obedience to the authority of Surgee Deo, but seem all inclined
to act independently of it. The grounds of their disaffection
are enumerated in my reply to the first question, and their
military force appears to be extremely despicable.

I am clearly of opinion that to establish obedience to the
Rajah’s authority, it is only necessary that the mediating power
should more decidedly interfere, and declare its determination to
support, the Government of Assam in all its constituent parts.

3. By proceeding to the capital I shall have an oppor-
tunity of requiring the personal attendance of all those Chiefs
who are stationed in our route, and who only agreeably
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to prescriptive rules are necessary to establish the original form
of Government. Convinced of the impossibility of prosecuting
with success their ambitious designs, and of being protected by
the mediating power against the tyranny of the Surgee Deo
they will, I doubt not, unite and agree to a plan for the settle-
ment and tranquillity of the country. The period required to
effect this depends upon adventitious circumstances.

4. On my arrival at the capital I shall have an opportunity of
consulting the three Gohains. whose concurrence is necessary in
the appointment of ministers. I cannot yet venture to recom-
mend any one to fill the important office of Bura Burwah.

The nomination of the late appointed Burra Fogon appears
to be generally acceptable to the people, and I have reasons to
think that he possesses the requisite qualifications for the trust
committed to him.

5. Kissnarain, since his admission to the Raje of Derugh,
has behaved with proper submission to the Surgee Deo, or
rather has acted in compliance with my wishes, in every in-
stance. I do not think his regard for the intresests of the
Surgee Deo would induce him to contribute his assistance, but I
can rely upon Kissnarain’s affording his services, whenever,
required by me.

6. The late Ministers, and other interested advisers, repre-
sented to their infatuated Monarch the danger of returning to his
capital, and to their successful attempts to awaken his fears I
partly attribute the delay. But the Rajah’s extreme indolence and
impotence, both of body and mind, would naturally render him
averse to a measure, which must be attended with some degree
of personal exertion. He is now, however, on his way thither.

7. The Commercial Regulations settled between the Rajah
and myself are in full force, but the principal benefit which has
arisen from them is the demolition of an iniquitous monopoly,
which ultimately must be productive of great pecuniary advant-
age, and in the meantime removes the distresses of the people.
Resulting from the collections at the Candahar Chokey the
sum of Arcott Rs. 12,012-2-9 has been received during the
space of nine months, after defraying incidental expenses, and
from this source the Rajah is to receive annually Rs. 12,000,
and the overplus is destined to defray part of the expense
of the detachment.
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I am of opinion that this ccmmercial compact will admit of
considerable alteration with view to the improvement of trade
between the two States. But as the efficacy of such alteration
depends, in the first instance, on the restoration of order, and
in the second, on the degree of influence the Honcurable Board
may be desirous of obtaining in the affairs of Assam. Before
I can give a decisive answer on this subject, 1 beg I may be in-
dulged with some time to be assured of the latter.

8. From a knowledge of the Rajah’s character, and the
views of many individuals in power and favour, whose personal
interests are affected by the stipulations entered into with him,
I am decidedly of opinion that none would be observed, suppos-
ing the detachment and all control on the part of the British
Government is withdrawn.

9. This query may be considered under three distinct heads,
viz 1 —

Ist-The consequences of the recall of the detachment with
respect to commerce which will be noticed in my reply
to the 13th query.

2nd-The articles of commerce.

3rd-The probable extent, and actual state of commerce.
IMPORTS

Articles of From the eastern confines or Suddea, copper,
Commerce cotton springsalt, fir trees.

From the northern confines Miree supplies copper, munjeet,
ouka: and Duffala supply munjeet, lonj pepper, ginger goomdan,
Maytoon, an animal of the kine species. Botan supplies musk,
blankets, cowtails, small horses, gola borax, rock salt, Nainta
kind of cloth, Goom, Sing, an embroidered cloth, Daroka, a
silk of a mixture of green, red and yellow colours.

From the southern confines, Naga supplies cotton, Lucki-
billa, a silk cloth, Toatbund, a silk cloth, Narakapore an
embroidered silk, red hair, (?) and Nagazatee spears. The
Garrows supply cotton, copper, iron, coarse cloth.

From the western confines or Bengal, copper and other
metals, red lead, woollens of Europe, chiefly of the coarser
kind, cottons of Bengal, chiefly of the coarser kind, chinty parti-
cularly kinkhobs, cloves nutmegs, mace, cinnamon, blue vitriol,
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assatoetida, alum, darmook, orpiment, a variety of drugs, salt.

EXPORTS

The exports to Bengal only will be noticed here, they are
divided into —

Ist- Thz praduc: of thz othar confines.

2nd.- The produce of Assam.

1st- Cotton in considerable quantity, munjeet in doubtful
quantity, fir trees probably in any quantity, ginger probably in
some quantity, gold in considerable quantity, borax probably in
considerable quantity, musk in considerable quantity, small

horses.

2nd- The merchantable produce of Assam may be consider-
ed at more length under three heads of vegetable, mineral, and
animal productions.

Sugarcance thrives in every part of Assam. The cane
Vegetable of the best quality affords a granulated
productions sugar, on experiment superior to the

cane of Rungpore. The natives convert the
juice into a substance (ghoor) unfit for granulation, and of
little consequence as an article of export. But in respect to this
article it may be confidently asserted, that proper encouragement
would render it very valuable.

Pepper vine is cultivated in Kamroop, Derungh. Bassado-
yungh in larger quantity. Bisswenath and other provinces of
the kingdom possibly, in no great abundance any where, al-
thoagh the soil in many parts would seem extremely favourable
to its cultivation.

Poppy grows in luxuriance in most of the Lower Provinces.
The natives, however, are as yet unacquainted with the manu-
facture of merchantable opium, which might be procured in
considerable quantity.

Indigo is cultivated in various parts of the kingdom, but in
very inconsiderabls quantity. Encouragement would probably
render this a very valuable export,

Mustard seed. The plant is cultivated in great abundance.
The seed and oil are articles of export, the latter, of universal
consumption, within the kingdom.

Tobacco was procured in luxuriance in the Lower Provinces
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and of a superior quality in the higher. It was formerly an
article of export.

Sooparee was produced in great quantity everywhere; the
consumption among the inhabitants was enormous, yet it was
formerly an article of export.

Ginger is produced everywhere in abundance.

Rice was, and is, produced in very great abundance. It is
asserted positively that a scarcity has never been known to
happen from natural causes. The nature of the seasons in Assam
confirms the assertion. It might prove an invaluable export in
times of famine in Bengal.

Gold is found in considerable quantity
Mineral ‘among the sands of the Burrampooter and
production other streams which flow from the northern

and southern mountains. It was formerly a
source of considerable revenue to the monarch.

Iron might be procured at Bossadayungh, as well as from
the Garrows, in considerable quantities.

Saltpetre was procured everywhere in the Upper Provinces
in considerable quantity, and might probably in time prove an
article of export.

Lac-The quantity usually exported in favourable times,

has not been ascertained, but we may
Animal presume, that it was not very inconsiderable
production. from the actual produce, which we
have lately observed.

Moongah silk seems to offer a most valuable and extensive
article of export with proper encouragement, as the several trees
on which the worm feeds were cultivated in the utmost profu-
sion, throughout the whole extent of the kingdom, with few
exceptions. A coarser kind of silk is produced by worms which
feed on the castoroil trees.

Elephants’ teeth have always been an article of export, and
in the present desolated condition of the country might be
procured in any quantity. Increase of population will neces-
sarily diminish the possible quantity of this export.

Rhinoceros’s horn was a trifling article of export. Buffalo’s
hide has not hitherto proved an article of export.

Deer’s skins—The animal abounds in Assam. Until the
geography, and other particulars of this and the neigh-
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Probable extent bouring countrics, be more particularly
and actual state  known, no decided judgment can be
of the commerce  offered relative to the probable extent

of the future commerce with Assam. It is
certain that an intercourse of some kind has existed with all
the neighbouring nations, particularly with Jainta, Kossaree,
and even Sylhet, with the people of Mooglo, now in the posses-
sion of the king of Burma or Ava. Itis possible that a com-
munication with all the neighbouring nations might be rendered
beneficial to commerce, with proper encouragement, during a
considerable lapse of time, hitherto, we may suppose it has been
very inconsiderable, unless perhaps, in the single article of
Bengal salt.

Commercial intercourse is much facilitated by the number
of navigable streams, which intersect Assam in every direction,
especially in the season of the rains, including a period of seven
or eight months. Some of these flow from the mountains on
the northern and southern confines. Beyond the eastern con-
fines, the great stream flows to a very great distance ; but whe-
ther be any navigation or commerce on that river beyond the
limits of Assam is doubtful.

Commerce could never have been very considerable in
Assam, under the discouraging restraints imposed by a Govern-
ment particularly jealous of strangers. The subversion of all
regular Government, and the desolation of the country, reduced
it to nothing. The actual commerce is therefore very inconsi-
derable, though reviving, and it would be unreasonable
to doubt, that it might in time, under the influence of the
British Government be rendered extremely beneficial to both
States.

10. The pecuniary commutation in lieu of the levy of men
proposed by the Rajahs of Derungh and eltola in June 1793
is so far carried into effect, that since the period before mention-
ed, the service of men has not been exacted from them; and of
the stipulated annual sum of Rs. 51,600 to be paid by them and
appropriated towards defraying the expenses of the detachment,
I have received Rs. 10,000.

11. In making a calculation of the extraordinary expense
attending the detachment and deputation, I have been careful
not to omit any allowance, which I conceive to be incident to
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their situation. [ have supposed the European officers to be on
an average entitle to full batta and the Non-Commissioned
Officers, and Privates, to half time of full and half, of half batta,

The Surgee Deo has promised that on his arrival at the
capital, the arrears due on account of the detachment, &c.,
shall be discharged, and mode adopted for the regular payment
of the expense attending 1t, which I have represented to him, as
amounting annually to about 3 lakhs of rupees, and the
resources which may contribute to produce this sum are
abundant.

12. In the progress to the establishment of the Rajah’s
authority throughout his kingdom, I am of opinion that the
original form of Government, in all its parts, should be preserv-
ed as nearly as possible. The little intercourse the natives of

Assam were formerly permitted to have with strangers, has
rendered them bigotted to the forms and customs of their own

country, and innovations which would even prove beneficial to
them must be introduced, with some degree of caution. They
are naturally of a distrustful and jealous disposition, and it will
require time to get the better of their prejudices.

All that appears to me necessary for the arrangement of
affairs in Assam, is to cffect the union of the Chiefs, without
which energy cannot be restored to the Government, and as
the Rajah is incapable of either judging or acting right it is
proper that the Government of his country should be vested in
the aristocracy; and to prevent the conflict of opinions and
interests among the Chiefs which, would inevitably produce
factions and civil discord, it appears to me advisable that the
British Government should continue its mediating and control-
ling influence, as the only means of preserving order and
tranquillity.

13. The contest for influence, power and independence,
would revive among the first officers of State, the dependent
Rajahs and the petty Chiefs of districts and towns. The
same confusion, devastation and massacre would ensue.
Assam would experience a State of desolation, greater
in proportion to the temporary restraints, which the British
influence had imposed on the inhumanity of the monarch, the
ambition and resentment of the Chiefs, and the vengeance of the
people. Kissnarain would either abandon his country or recall
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his Burkandazes, for in defiance of any possible stipulation in
his favour, he might ressonably expect and would certainly fear
private assasination. The «bnoxious ministers and favorites
would be immediately restored to their offices Every individual,
who had been observed to cultivate the friendship of the
British, would flee the country, with the well-grounded
apprehension of destruction from the ministers, or their connec-
tions. Commerce would again be suppressed by the confusion
prevalent in the country, and the monopoly would revive in its
pristine vigour. The monarch, whose person is too sacred for
assasination, would probably be compelled to abandon his
kingdom again.

Such would be the consequences of a cessation .of the British
influence, until a long course of regular administration shall
have operated an entire revolution in the habits of the principal
Chiefs, and in the minds of the people and in predicting the
evils which would result from the recall of the detachment. 1
have been guided not by my own opinion alone, but by that of
the most respectable natives, with whom I have had intercourse;
the Rajah himself has repeatedly declared that with the detach-
ment he would quit his kingdom. Sindoorah Hazaree has the
charge of 1,000 Ghot Pykes, and is one of those petty Chiefs
who taking advantage of the confusion of the times, asserted
his own independence and became the leader of a faction.
Lieutenant Mac-Gregor invited him to attend at Kalliabar,
which he evaded doing by frequent excuses, and considering
his attendance necessary to cffect the object of his deputation,
Lieutenant Mac-Gregor detached Deen Diall, Naick with orders

to bring Sindocrah Hazaree to Kalliabar.
P.S.— Ommission under the head of monarchy.

To absolve the monarch from the lesser and to assist him
in the greater cares of Government, two executive officers were
added to the monarchy, viz, the Teepaum and Seringh Rajahs.
Their titles are derived from the districts annexed to their
Office their jurisdiction in their respective districts was similar

to the Gohains.

Their rank next to the monarch, their duties to communi-
cate the deliberations or decrees of the aristocracy to the
monarch, to receive, promunicate the deliberations or decrees of
the aristoracy to the monarch, to receive, promulgate, or carry
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Abstract of the monthly extra expense attending the detachment and deputation in Assam.
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Extra expenses incurred by the
detachments and deputation

Expense of the detachments
in Assam or double full batta

Expense of the detachment in Assam
support, full batta to be the average
for European Commissioned and half
batta for half month for the Troops

Average of half month half batta to
the Troops exclusive of European
Commissioned Officers

European Officers, & c., & ¢.
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Rs. 200.

2 Lieutenants 574 0 0 766 0 O 192 0 0
The different Banks and Departments of this
Detachment. 234 12 0 469 8 0 23412 0
Probable amount for boat allowance to
2 Subalterns. 16C 0 O
Detachment Staff.
Adjutant’s statf allowance, & c. 287 00 485 0 0 198 0 0
Quarter Master 157 0 0
Assistant Surgeon 287 0 0 383 00 9 0 0
Quarter Master Scrgeant 280 25 00 2280
Quarter Master’s Establishment. 158 4 O
1 Tindal and 9 Lascars of Artillery 63 40 74 4 0 1100
Boats for the transportation of the Troops on
an average. 2,300 0 0
Expenses incident to the Deputation
Captain Welsh’s salary Sicca Rs. 1, 509. 567 9 1
Ditto average of contingent bill for Durbar charges, 850 0 O
Captain Welsh's probable boat allowance. 290 0 O
,» «» . for transporting public servants. 60 0 0
Assistant to the deputation, his salary Sicca
209 0 2
Assistant to the deputation, his probable boat
allowances. 145 0 O
Mr. S.P. Wade, his salary Sicca Rs. 180 104 8 4
Ditto, his probable boal allowances 8000
Total amount of extra expences attending the
d:=tachment and deputation monthly. 9,489 5 4
Total ditto ditto annually . 1,123,872 0 0
Abstract of the sums to be paid annually for the purpose of defraying part of the expense of the detachment etc,
.. ) 4 Rs. A. P.
By the joint-Rajahs of Derungh in lieu of the levy of men 50,000 0 0
By the Beltolah Rajah ditto ditto 1,600 0 0
By Bisnarain, from Kamroop ' 51,000 0 0
By Collections of the Candahar Chokey, an overplus of the sum of Rs. 12,000
to be baid to the Rajah the amount not yet ascertained). 0 0 0
Total amount 1,02,600 0 0
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into execution, his consequent orders. On less important
occasions the decrees of the aristocracy might be promulgated
by these officers, without application to the monarch.

The two brothers next in succession to the throne, became
Teopaum and Seringh Rajahs, and in failure of brcthers the
senior nephew according to the usual course of succession to
the throne.

The aristocracy who possessed a legal power of deposing an
unworthy monarch might certainly have exercised a similar
power, in the instance of the two presumptive successors.

Company’s Report on Assam, 1797

“The country of Assam is represented as abounding in the
most valuable products, and it were therefore an object of pub-
lic interest to take measures for restoring it to peace and quiet,
with the view to promote the intercourse of commerce, now so
much impeded by the depredations that the defenceless state
of the inhabitants and the barbarism of the Government subject
it to. By all accounts they are a very peaceable and an industri-
ous people, and if not molested by these annual marauders
would in a short time bring the country into a flourishing state;
whilst the trade, if laid under proper restrictions which should
secure them from imposition and violence, would, in all pro-
bability, become very extensive and beneficial by creating a
demand for articles, the produce of Europe and Bengal, and
supplying this country and Europe with a valuable return in
bullion and other products of the country.

Report related to Assam in 1797, made by the Persian
Translatcr, Neil Penjamin Edmonstone.

In the year, in consequence of complaints prefcrred by the
late Rajah of Assam that bcdies of armed men styled Bengal
burkundazes made it a practice to enter his country, commit
depredations and excite ccmmotions by fermenting rebellion
among his subjects, who in various parts of his country had
resisted and almost wholly superscded his autherity, and in the
hope that by restering order to that distracted kingdom a
valuable trade would be opened, and further that by the deputa-
tion of an intelligent officer with a sufficient force to quell the
prevailing disturbances, such informaticn' might be obtained

. ’
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respecting the produce of the country and the character of the
natives as would enable Government to establish a beneficial
system of commerce. Marquis Cornwallis thought it advisable
to depute Captain Welsh with a battle of sepoys to effect these
objects. Though successful in suppressing the insurrections
and restoring tranquility to the country, yet the cruel disposi-
tion of the reigning Rajah, his total ignorance ot the arts of
government, and his want of power to enforce subordination
rendered abortive Captain Welsh’s efforts to form a permanent
settlement; and his recall was follcwed by a recurrence of the
calamities which occasioned his deputation. After the death,
however, of the Rajah and the succession of his nephew (a
minor) the administration fell into the hands of the Burra Goha-
in,the principal Minister of state, who found means to concilate
or subject the immediate dependants of the kingdom to his
authority; but the country still continued to be infected by
parties of armed men who made annual incursions into it from
the Companies districts, and against whom the Rajah’s troops
were utterly incapable of making head, orincipally from their
ignorance of the use of fire—arms which, till Captain Welsh's
deputation, appears to be utierly unknown amongst them.
Captain Welsh indeed, at the Rajah’s desire, allowed a few
sepoys to instruct some of his people in the use of the firelock,
and he has since had about 500 men sufficiently well trained,
with the assistance of his own rabble, to maintain his authority
over his subjects and repel the attacks of his neighbouring
tributaries. Since Captain Welsh’s the Rajah has repeatedly
sent rakeels to this Government soliciting their aid to prevent
the incursions of banditti from the Company’s territories, but
Government, ncot deeming it proper again to employ a military
force, furnished them with arms which though, as the Rajah
asserts, they have been of much use to him in maintaining his
authority over his own subjects, have not enabled him to repel
the invaders from the companies territory.

These banditii are represented to be a set of vagabonds and
dacoits who, having or chosing no means of subsistence but by
plunder, rally under the standard of any one who has influence
enough to collect them, and forming themselves into parties in
the neighbourhood of Assam towards the close of the rains, take
the advantage of the fall of the waters to enter the country,
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where they oblige the Rajah or his officers to entertain them as
sepoys upon their own terms by threatening to overrun the
country if refused, and when entertained act wholly without
subordination, and commit every species of outrage upon the
defenceless inhabitants. By late accounts from Gwalpara it
appears that there is at this moment a large body of men
assembled under one Kunnuck Sing, which only waits the fall
of the Burrampooter to march into Assam. The enormities
committed by these people are represented as shocking to hu-
manity; rapine and murder are practiced without control; the
country is deserted ; whenever they appear, cultivation is imped-
ed, and commerce almost wholly at a stand.

As the desolation that prevails in Assam is thus wholly
owing to the predatory incursions of subjects of the company
the Rajah naturally seeks redress from their Government. If
it be admitted that it is incumbent upon the Government to put
a stop to these enormities, it remains to provide the means of
doing it more effectually than is practicable merely through the
medium of the police establishment in Cooch Behar. .

If care were taken to prevent armed men from assembling
within the Company’s territory, the evil would in a great
measure be prevented. To this end a party of sepoys might (as
was formerly the case at Jugigopah) be stationed at Gwalpara
and employed to disperse any number of armed men that should
be collecting in the district, and generally to assist as occasion
may require in maintaining peace and good order; or should it
be inconvenient to employ regular sepoys, sebundies might be
raised for the purpose. The Commissioner at Cooch Behar at
the same time might be directed to give the strongest injunc-
tions to the thannadars within his jurisdiction to prevent the
assembly of armed men, and to disperse them whenever found
assembled ; for that purpose to be authorised to call for the aid
of the military force to be stationed at Gwalpara. The
orders of Government upon this head should be made as public
as possible. as many persons suppose that they are at liberty to
commit depredations in Assam with impunity, and when 1t
shall be universally known that Government is determined to
put a stop to these practices, and the above precautionary
measures shall have been adopted, in all probability no attempts
will be made in opposition to their orders.
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The vakeels lately arrived from Assam have directions from
their masters to solicit the recall of all the natives of Bengal
now residing in Assam; numbers remain within the country
under the presence of commerce or taking service, and commit
all sorts of violence and oppression. But to cause their return
within the Company’s territories unless a force be sent in pur-
suit, does not appear practicable. The Assam Government
further complains of the injury and injustice the inhabitants are
subjected to from the liberty has for some years past been allow-
ed to all persons, European or native, to enter Assam and
carry on trade by violence, and propose that, as formerly, all
merchants to carry on their commerce with the Assamese at
the Candor Chokey, commonly called the Bengal market.

The country of Assam is represented as abounding in the_
most valuable products, and it were therefore an object of
public interest to take measures for restoring it to peace and
quiet, with the view to promote the intercource of commerce,
now so much impeded by the depredations that defenceless state
of the inhabitants and the barbarism of its Government subject
it to.By all accounts they are a very peaceable and an industrious
people, and if not molested by these annual marauders, would
in a short time bring the country into a flourishing state; whilst
the trade. if laid under proper restrictions which should secure
them from imposition and violence, would, in all probability,
become very extensive and beneficial by creating a demand for
articles, the produce of Europe and Bengal. and supplying this
country and Europe with a valuable return in bullion and other
products of the country.

Note by Dr, J.P. Wade on the Geography of Assam, 1800 A.D.

The jealous spirit of the Chinese government, accompanied
the conquerors of Assam, who have now retained possession of
that country, during a period of one thousand years; and must
have emigrated originally from the confines of the former king-
dom; strangers of every description and country, were scrupu-
lously denied admission into Assam, which does not appear to
have been visited even, by the indefatigable footsteps of the
missionary.

It is on record that two Europeans have obtained access
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into the kingdom, one at an early period, who attended the
Mogul army, was taken prisoner and conducted to the capital,
and afterwards liberated. There is reason to suppose he was a
native of Holland, and has published some account of his invo-
luntary travels to the court of the Monarch. The second traveller
was a Frenchman whose name will not easily be erased from the
memory of many gentlemen of property in Bengal. Chevalier,
who at a later period obtained the government of Chanderna-
gore, embarked a considerable property it is said at Dacca on a
fleet of boats, and proceeded to the confines of Assam. Permis-
sion was obtained from court,and he advanced with his fleet
as far as the Capital, Rongpoor Gurgown, under an escort
which deprived him of all intercourse with the natives; and
confined his personal observations within the limits of his barge.
At length he obtained his liberty by a stratagem. He has left
some information relative to the Geography of the country; or,

more probably, of the banks of the river which lay in his
course.

From such sources the Geography of Assam could not
receive much improvement. The few hints which Major
Rennell seems to have obtained from the conversation of the
notes of Chevalier, are marked by such obvious errors, that we
cannot regret his information from this quarter, has not proved
more copious.

The Persian tract, published and probably translated by Mr.
Venzittart contains a few remarks on the divisions of. the
country, which are accurate though as usual, in Asiatic writers
involved in much hyperbolical description. .

Major Rennell has undcubtedly made the best use of hfs
materials, but little was in his power ; his superior talents, pls
opportunities and his information have not concurred to give
any degree of perfection to the geography of the country.

Mr. Wood of the Corps of Engineers an attentive and
intelligent gentleman, who accompanied the deputat.ion in the
capacity of surveyor, has presented government, with the only
correct map of the course of the Berhampooter (Brahm.apootra').
and of such parts of the country as lay within the limits of his
survey, as far as the capital of Rungpoor-Gurgown.

At the desire of the late Govenor-general, Lord Teignmouth,
Captain Colbrooks, the surveyor General obligingly favoured



ON ASSAM 35

me with a copy of Mr. Wood’s map to be prefixed to the history
of the reign of Gaurinath Singh late monarch of Assam, which
was transmitted to Europe for publication in the year 1796.

As far as my sources of information extend, these are the
only public Documents which exist on the subject of Assam. If
my personal exertions, during a residence of nearly two Yyears,
and my intercourse with the most intelligent and best informed
natives, shall enable me to add something to the valuable in-
formation contained in Mr. Wood’s map, I shall esteem the
labour and expense (for neither has been spared) which attend-
ed my researches most amply repaid.

Exclusively attached until the period in question, to the
study and the practice of my profession, I had not acquired the
requisite and scientific accomplishment which might have
rendered my opportunities of acquiring geographical knowledge
of more utility to government or to the public, yet I shall venture
to hope that the general and unscientific sketch of the country
contained in the following sheets will not prove entirely unexce-
ptionable when it is considered that no Europeans have ever
explored or probably ever will explore the provinces of Assam,
with the consent of the government of that country.

Note by Dr. J.P. Wade on the History of Assam, 1800 A.D

To
Lt. Col. Kirkpatrick.

My dear Sir,

I solicit your acceptance of a part—it is but a small part—
of my literary labours during a residence of 18 months in
Assam. | presume that an authentic History of a Country
entirely unknown and inaccessible to Europeans and scarcely
ever visited even by the subjects of Bengal might possess some
small interest in the eyes of a person, whose life has been succest
fully dedicated to Asiatic Literature and Politics; but I am sens;
ble that official duties allow little leisure for literary labour or
recreation at present and 1 candidly acknowledge that I offer
these sheets to you less with the hope of engaging the slightest
portion of your attention to them, than with an anxious and
I trust, a laudable desire to interest your good will in favour of
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the uninterrupted exertion of professional and literary industry;
which (excuse the humble beast of industry) has pervaded every
period of my life, since my first entrance into this service

I will not occupy such of your valuable time. You will but
undoubtedly expect a short account of the following pages.

The original History of Assam exists in two distinct langu-
ages. The first is termed the Bailoongh or Ahum, being the
language of the race of Swurgeedeo the conquerors of Assam.
The other is termed the Bakha (Bassa) being a dialect of the
Bengalee.

The Bailoongh History is singularly curious; it is written in
Cotton Cloth and in a character utterly unknown to the Pandits
of Bengal. It is now in the possession of Lord Teignmouth,
and I believe it to be the only copy extent either in Assam or
elsewhere. One Family only in that country, the hereditary
Minister of the Bailoongh Religion and literature could persue
the characters. With their assistance, I translated the dedica-
tory preamble and endeavourcd to express sounds---of the
original letters and words in Roman characters.

1 have prefixed both those specimens to the history with
some copies of such narrative maps and other Documents.

The History of which, the following pages contain a trans-
lation, is written in the Bakha of Assam, a language of easy
acquisiticn. The original was presented to Col. Weish when
the translation was completed and is, still 1 believe, in his
possession.

It appears from the History that the conquerors of Assam
probably emigrated from countries contiguous to the Western
confines of China, that an inic:course existed between Assam
and numerous as well as populous Nations that the Ava or
Burmah Dominions were subdued by the conquerors ol Assam,
and that consequently the Berhampooter river which flows
through the whole extent of that country might equally afford
the subjects of Bengal an easy channel ¢f communication with
those nations, that the Berhampocter flows so far from the
eastward as either to communicate with the Siri Looicheh Noh-
Dihingh (Siri Looit Nonkisow) or other Ava rivers or to afford
positive proofs of the inaccuracy of the existing maps of those
countries The Sampoo or the great River of Thibet which
leaves the walls of Lassa, does in all probability discharges its



ON ASSAM 37

water into the Berhampooter, but from every information pro-
curable in Assam, it is only a tributary stream and by no means
the principal source of the Berhampooter which flows from
a more easterly direction and is indebted for its magnitude to
the great number of its tributary streams.

That the soi! and climate of Assam partaking in a moderate
degree of the rainy seasons of the northern and southern moun-
tains during seven or eight months of the year and of the
benefits derived from numerous rivers, are in the highest degree
favourable to a Juxuriant vegetation nor has a scarcity ever
occurred in that country from natural causes.

That the civil constitution of the kingdom is partly Monar-
chical and partly Aristocratical exhibiting a system highly
artificial, regular and novel, however defective in other
respects.

That the military arrangement is founded on feudal tenure
with respect to the Tributary Princes, but on a militia within
the limits of the kingdom.

That the present religious establishment is certainly derived
from the conversion of the Monarch and his subjects to the
Hindu faith by the Brahmans of Santipoor, Nuddea and other
Western districts. This fact merits particular notice, as the
Literati in general and even Sir William Jones have adopted
an erroneous opinion that the Hindu religion rejects both
persecution and proselytism, a notion utterly incomprehensible
with the diffusion of those Doctrinc over a large portion of the
Globe; unless we suppose the faith of Brahma to have diffused
its rays at once like flush of lightning by general inspiration
over innumerable nations. Nor does it appear that they are
entirely exempt from a spirit of persecution, while the ancient
ecclesiastical establishment seems to have admitted a gradation
of Ranks in the Priest-hood similar to our own in a consider-
able degree.

That the Kingdom of Assam was at an earlier period flouri-
shing and powerful and capable of sending forth an army of
four hundred thousand men. That the kingdom of Bootan and
Nepal were subdued by the Monarchs of Assam, who exteaded
their conquests to the banks of the Ganges by the capture of
Gour and that Tipera, Coosbeyhar and the countries to the east
of the Gorotia river formed a part of their dominions.
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That thc frequent invasion of the Musselmans invariably
failed although in one instance the Monarch was driven from
capital...the invader was at length compelled to retire from the
country with the miserable remains of his army.

I will not intrude further on your indulgence particularly
as the most curious and interesting circumstances relative to
Assam are exhibited at some length in the continuation of this
history, containing the reign of the late Monarch Swurgee Deo
Gowrinath Singh, I have compiled the memoirs of his reign
from authentic documents and despatched the book to Europe
for publication in the month of April, 1796 with the approba-
tion of Lord Teignmouth but I have not as yet received any
account of it and not having retained a copy I am deprived of
the pleasure of sending it to you.

I remain,
KISHENGUNGE My dear Sir,
March 20th, 1800 Your faithful and obedient servant

JOHN PETER WADE

Francis (Buchanan) Hamilton’s Report on Assam, 1807-14

This i1s a report which resulted from long and labourious
survey undertaken during 1807-14 at a cost of £30,000 (Rs. 5
Lacs). Enquiries covered topography, history, antiquities of
the country, condition of the inhabitants, sanitation, costumes,
food, medical treatment, education, religion, customs, priests,
natural production, animal, vegetables, minerals, agriculture,
implements of husbandry, manure, measures for flood and in-
undation, domestic animals, fences, farms, landed property,
land-tenure, commerce, exports, imports, weight and measure
and transport. The work is divided into two parts. First part
is devoted on Assam and describes the history of the Ahom
period to 1803, form of government, local geography, king and
his residence, central and provincial government, management
of revenue, justice, division of people, religious divisions, pro-
duction, manufacture and labourers. The second part deals
with the history and culture of the countries adjoining Assam—
countries north of the Brahmaputra, such as Bhutan, Dalimkot,
lukiduar, Buxaduar etc. Countries south or left of the
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Brahmaputra, such as Tripura, Manipur, Jaintia, Cachar, Ava
and Bong. It also discusses the history and culture of the
following people—the Garos, Nora, Miri, Naga, Dafla, Khampti,
Abor and Singphos. It also discusses the general view of the
history of old Kingdom of Kamarupa and Kamata Pithas. Some
of the details are Kichok, Gopichandra, Brahmapal, colony of
Brahman, Nilambar, Muslim invasion, Chandan and Madan,
Hajo, Hira and Jira, Parikshit’s visit of Agra, unsuccessful in-
vasion of Assam by Mir Jumla, Nara Narayan and his dynasty,
Vihar Raja’s application for Company’s assistance and also
aspects of history and culture of the kingdoms of Cooch Behar
and Bijnee and the British districts of Goalpara Rangpur and
Dinajpur. This is an important contribution on political
condition, economic resources and social life of the people of
Assam and adjoining lands in the beginning of the 19th century
before the Burmese invasion of Assam in 1818.

Water Hamilton’s Report on the Kingdom of Assam, 1820

This remote country adjoins the province of Bengal at the
north-eastern corner, about the 91st degree of E. longitude, from
whence it stretches in an easterly direction to an undefined
extent; but it is probable that about the 96th degree of east
longitude, it meets the northern territories of Ava, and is
separated by an intervening space of about 180 miles {rom the
province of Yunan in China. In this direction it follows the
course of the Brahmaputra, and 1s in fact the valley through
which that noble srteam flows. The average breadth of the
valley may be estimated at 70 miles, although in a few places of
Upper Assam, where the mountains recede furthest, the breadth
considerably exceeds that extent. In its greatest dimensions
Assam may be estimated at 350 miles in length by 60 the aver-
age breadth; divided into three provinces, Camroop on the west,
Assam Proper in the centre, and Sodiya at the eastern ex-
termity.

The present territory of the Assam Raja nowhere reaches
the northern hills, the Deb Raja of Bootan having taken
possession of all the territory adjacent thereto, which is a
modern usurpation since the breaking out of the disturbances
that have so long desolated this unhappy province. The western
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province, named Camroop, with several subordinate or inter-
mixed petty jurisdictions, extends from the British boundary to
near the celebrated temple of Middle Kamakhya, lat 26° 36’
N. long. 92° 56’ E being about 130 miles in length. From the
boundary opposite to Goalpara to Nogorbera, a distance of 21
miles, the Assamese possess only the northern bank of the
Brahmaputra, so that on the south side the length of this pro-
vince is only 109 miles. Its width on the south side of the
river may be reckoned at from 15 to 30, and on the north side
on an average about 30 miles. About 104 miles above Gowhati
which stands in long. 917 48’ E. the Brahmaputra separates into
two branches, and encloses an island five day’s journeyin length
and about one in width. This province contains many low
hills covered with woods, and also a great extent of fine low
land, all susceptible of cultivation.

Assam Proper, the middle province of the kingdom, is of
greater extent than the western; but no European having pene-
trated far beyond the capital, Gowhati, situated at its western
extremity, there is no accurate data for ascertaining its length.
The portion to the north of the Brahmaputra, named Charidwar,
probably exceeds 200 miles in length and 20 in average breadth;
but the length on the south side of that river is less considerable.
1t commences near the Middle Kamakhya, about 130 miles E,
from Goalpara, and reaches to the Upper Kamakhya, which is
said to be 10 miles below Tikliya Potar Mukh. Within these
limits it comprehends the upper half of the western island form-
ed by the Brahmaputra, and includes the whole of the very large
island, named Majuli, between the main Brahmaputra and a
branch named the Dehing. The province of Assam Proper is
of a higher and a better soil than that of Camroop, and is said
to contain few hills or woods. Of the third and most remote
province, nothing is known, except that it is a small and insigni-
ficant tract on the west side of the Dikrong river, about long.
95° 10" E. In Mahommedan geography, Assam is considered as
separated by the Brahmaputra into three grand divisions, called
Ootercole, Dukhincole, and Majuli, which by Abul Fazel, in
1582, are described as follows : ““The dominions of Assam join
to Camroop : he is a very powerful prince, lives in great state,;
and when he dies his principal attendants, both male and
female, are voluntarily buried alive along with his corpse.”
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From the confines of Bengal, at the Kandar custem house,
the valley, as well as the river and mountains, preserve a north-
ern direction to a considerable distance, and incline to the east
by ncrth; and the valley throughout its whole length is divided
by the Brahmaputra into longitudinal portions, that to the south
having generally the greatest breadth. The river Cailasi is alleg-
ed to have been formerly the boundary between the British
territory and Assam; but now no part of that river passes
through the British dominions. This encroachment of the
Assamese is said to have taken place sometime between the
years 1770 and 1780, when six small districts were taken from
the Bijnee Raja then tributary to Bengal. At present, the
Assam territory, where it is entered from Bengal, commences on
the north of the Brahmaputra at Kandar, and on the south at
the Nogurbera hill. On the north, Assam is bounded by the
successive mountainous ranges of Bootan, Auka, Duffala, and
Miree, and on the south by the Garrow mountains which rise
in proportion to their progress eastward, and change the name
of Garrow to that of Naga.

The number and magnitude of the rivers in Assam probably
exceed those of any other country in the world of equal extent.
They are in general of a sufficient depth at all seasons to admit
of a commercial intercourse in shallow boats, and, during the
rains. boats of the largest size find sufficient depth of water.
The number of rivers, of which the existence has been ascertain-
ed, amounts to 61, including the Brahmaputra and its two great
branches, the Dehing and the Looichel; 34 of these flow from
the northern and 24 from the southern mountains. Many of
these contributary streams are remarkable for their winding
course. The Dikrung, although the direct distance is only 25
miles, performs a winding course equal to 100. before it falls
into the Brahmaputra. The Dikrung is famous for the quantity
and quality of its gold, which metal is also found in other rivers
of Assam, more especially near the mountains. The southern
rivers are never rapid; the inundation commencing from the
northern rivers fills both the Brahmaputra and the southern
ones, so that the water has no considerable current until May
or June.

The animal and vegetable productions of Assam are nearly
the same with those of Bengal, which country it much resembles
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in its physical appearance and the multitude of its rivers.
Transplanted rice forms nearly three-fourths of the whole crops,
but a little <pring rice is also raised. Mustard seed is the next
considerable crop, wheat barley and millet are but little used;
but various sorts of pulse are cultivated. Black pepper, ginger,
turmeric, capsicum, onions, and garlic are also raised. Betel
leaf is planted in every garden, tobacco is abundant, and opium
is raised sufficient for home consumption. Sugar cane thrives,
but no sugar is prepared, pomegranates and oranges are plenty,
but coconuts scarce, owing to the remoteness of the country
from the sea. Cotton is mostly cultivated by the hill tribes; but
four different kinds of silkworms are reared, different silks form-
ing the greater part of the clothing of the natives, and a
quantity being also exported. In Assam many buffaloes are
employed in the plough, sheep are very scarce, goats not
numerous, but ducks and other aquatic birds abundant.

The custom houses towards Bengal are usuvally farmed out
to the best bidder; and the whole trade of the country is in fact
monopolized by these individuals, who agreeably to the terms
of the treaty concluded in February, 1793, ought to levy only
10 per cent on exports and imports, but in reality extort what
they choose. Formerly salt was sold by Europeans, settled at
Goalpara to the amount of 100,000 maunds annually; but the
trade being monopolized by the farmers of the customs, that
quantity had diminished in 1809 to 35,000 maunds. This may
also be in part attributed to a decreased demand, for since
the disturbances in Assam, the number of inhabitants has been
reduced, and those that remain impoverished. In 1809, the
total value of the the exports from Bengal to Assam was only
228,000 rupees; of which amount salt was 192,000 rupees, and
muslins 10,000, the rest a variety of trifling articles, and a few
fire-arms secretly smuggled. The imports were about 151,000
rupees, of which amount lac was 55,000, cotton 35,000 mustard
seed 22,000, Muga silk cloth 17,500, and Muga silk 11,350,
ivory 6,500, and slaves 2,000 rupees. The balance is principally
paid in gold, which is found in all the small rivers of Assam
that flow from the northern and southern boundary, especially
from the first. Many other valuable commodities and mineral
productions would probably be discovered if the intercourse
were on a better footing, but the extermely barbarous state of
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the country terrifies the timid Bengalese, and the advance of
Europeans beyond the frontier is interdicted.

Under the Mogul government the trade with Assam was a
source of considerable national profit, and for many years after
the British domination commenced individuals profited largely
by it, and it might even now be made productive of some emolu-
ment. This trade, which on the British side is free to all, on that
of Assam is virtually under a strict monopoly, established illega-
lly by the farmers of the customs, who fix an arbitrary price both
on their own goods and on those of the Bengalese merchant, who
is altogether at their mercy. A counter monopoly of the traffic
in salt, on the part of the British government, it is supposed
would tend greatly to correct the evil, and and at the same time
realize a considerable revenue. It does not appears that any mer-
chants from Assam repair so far as Lassa in Tibet, but a commer-
cial intercourse is carried on between the two countries in the
following manner. At a place called Chouna. two months’
journey from Lassa, on the confines of the two states, there is a
mart established, and on the Assam side there is a similar mart
at Gegunshur, distant four miles from Chouna. An annual
caravan repairs from Lassa to Chouna, conducted by about 20
persons, conveying silver bullion to the amount of about one
lac of rupees, and a considereable quantity of rock salt for sale to
the Assam merchants at Gegunshur, to which place the latter
bring rice, which is imported into Tibet from Assam in large
quantities; tussera cloth, a kind of coarse silk cloth manufactur-
ed by the native women in Assam, from the queen downwards;
iron and lac, found in Assam; and otter skins, buffaloe horns,
pearls, and coral, first imported from Bengal.

A peish cush or offering is sent annually from the Assam
Raja to the Grand or Dalai Lama, but no other public inter-
course, with the exception of the commerce above described,
appears to subsist between the Tibet and Assam states.

All the royal family of Assam have a right to ascend the throne
except such as have on their body some blemish or mark, whe-
ther from disease or accident. In order to preclude the dangers
of a disputed succession, it was formerly a maxim to mark
every youth that was not intended for presumptive heir by a
wound on some conspicuous part, such as the nose or ear; his
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children, if unblemished, have still a right to the throne. The
sovereign and nobility of Assam live in thatched huts, with walls
of bamboo mat, supported by saul posts, and built in the
fashion of Bengal, with arched ridges and mud floors, each
apartment being a separate hut. According to the Assamese
constitution there are three great officers of state, named
Gohaing, which dignified offices are hereditary in three great.
families. The word appears to be derived from the ancient
language of Assam, and the title is peculiar to the royal family.
The Burra Boruya is the fourth great officer, and next to him
come six functionaries denominated phukons. By far the
greater part of the land in Assam is granted to persons termed
Pykes, each of whom is held bound to work gratuitously four
months in the year either for the king or whatever person the
royal pleasure substitutes. These people either work for their
lord in whatever work tney are skilled, or pay him a composi-
tion regulated by custom. Thesc Pykes are placed under four
ranks of officers, supposed to command 1000, 100, 20, or 10
men, but these numbers are in general only nominal, and the
whole are a mere rabble without arms, discipline, or courage.
The most important jurisdiction is the province of Camroop,
contiguous to Bengal, the greater part of which was wrested
from the Mahommedans early in the reign of Aurengzebe. The
Rajas are the original petty chiefs of the country, paying a
certain tribute, and several of them are Garrows and other
unconverted tribes.

The officers under whom the Pykes or serfs of the crown are
placed, the Rajas and the farmers of the revenue, have charge of
the police. It is alleged that the guilty who can bribe escape with
impunity, while the punishments of the convicted poor are
atrociously cruel. Capital punishments extend to the whole family
of rebel parents, sisters, wife and children, and it is probably
from these sources that the rafts are supplied, which are frequ-
ently seen floating down the Brahmaputra, past Goalpara,
covered with human heads. All the domestics are slaves, and
they are numerous, every man of rank having several, mostly
procured among the necessitous, who mortgage themselves.
Some are exported, and about 100 of pure caste are annually
sold in Bengal. The girls chiefly are bought by professional
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prostitutes, and cost from 12 to 15 rupees; A Cooch boy cost
25 rupees; a Kolita 50; slaves of impure tribes are sold to the
Garrows. No accurate estimate of the total population can be
formed, but it is probably under half a million, three fourths of
thg country being known to be desolate and covered with jungle.
The principal towns are Jorhaut, the present capital, Gergong,
Rungpoor and Gowhati, but they scarcely deserve the name of
towns, being a mere collection of hovels, for in this wretched
country there are no shops and few markets. There are however,
several remarkable military causeways which intersect the whole
country, and must have been constructed with great labour; but
it is not known at what pericd. One of them extends from
Cooch Behar through Rangamatty to the extreme limits of
Assam, and was found in existence when the Mahommedans

first penetrated into this remote quarter.

Nothing satisfactory has been ascertained respecting the
ancient religion of the Assamese, except that they had a deity
named Chung. From the beginning of the 17th century the
Brahminical doctrines appear to have been gradually encroaching
on the old superstitions, and about the middle of that age effect-
ed the conversion of the sovereign; since when the governing party
have entirely adopted the language of Bengal, which has be-
come so prevalent, that the original Assamese, spoken so late as
the reign of Aurengzebe, is almost become a dead language.
Brahmins, of various degrees of purity, are now the spiritual
guides of the court, and about three-fourths of the people; but
there remain many impure tribes, who still abandon themselves
to the eating of beef and th: drinking of strong liquors. In the
parts adjaccnt to Bengal there are many Mahommedans, but
they have so degenerated into heathen superstition that they
are rejected, even by those of Rungpoor. It does not appear that
the Christian religion has ever penetrated into this region. In
1793, when Captain Welsh drove the Mahamari Priest and his
rabble from the capital, they rctired to Byangmara, south from
Sodiya, where they still remain.

The Assamese have traditions, and it is said books, in the an-
cient language, detailing their history before the Mahommedan
invasion, but the information collected is as yct too imperfect (0
be depended upon. they are first noticed by Mogul authorities,
in 1638, during the reign of Shah Jahan, when they sailed
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down the Brahmaputra and invaded Bengal; but were repulsed
by that emperor’s officers, and eventually lost some of their
own frontier provinces. In the reign of Aurengzebe, his general,
Meer Jumlah advanced from Cooch Behar to attempt the
conquest of Assam, on which occasion he met with no obstacles
to his advance, except such as were presented by the nature of
the county, until he arrived at the capital Gergong. When the
season of the rains began, the Assamese came out of their hiding
places, and harassed the imperial army, which became very
sickly, and the flower of the Afghans, Persians, and Moguls
perished. The rest tried to escape along the narrow causeways,
through the morasses, but few ever reached Bengal; and the
Assamese reconquered the western provinces,which had been
for some time in the possession of the Moguls. After this. no
more expeditions were attempted against Assam, which the
Mahommedans of Hindostan have ever since viewed with
singular horror, as a region only inhabited by infidels, hob-
goblins, and devils.

Hitberto the Assamese had been a warlike and enterprizing
people, and their princes worthy of the govrenment; but after
their conversion by the Brahmins the nation sunk into the most
abject pusillanimity towards foreigners, and into internal
turbulence and confusion. About 1770, the power of the
spiritual teachers had acquired such strength, and their inso-
lence had become so intolerable, that the reigning Raja, with
the view of curbing their pride, burned a building that had
been erected contrary to law, by one of them named Mahamari,
who guided a multitude of the lowest and most ignorant of
the people: A rebellion which ensued was suppressed by the
energy of the Raja, but the insurrection burst forth with in-
creased fury under his son and successor, Gaurinauth, who was
driven from the throne by the base adherents of the Mahamari
priest, who attempted to fill it with his own nephew. The
dethroned Raja, however, having placed himself under the pro-
tection of Lord Cornwallis, that nobleman, a short time before
his departure for Europe, sent Captain Weish, in 1793, with
1100 sepoys, who placed Gaurinauth on the throne of his
ancestors, and shortly afterwards returned to Bengal.

During the insurrection of the populace under the Mahamari
priest, the most horrid excesses were committed, and most of the
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genuine Assamese men of rank were compelled to fly for refuge
to a large island formed by the Brahmaputra. In these disastrous
circumstances the only individual who evinced any courage or
enterprize, was one of the hereditary counsellors of state,
before mentioned, named the Bura Gohaing, who on Captain
Welsh’s returning to Bengal, seized on the whole authority of
the government, expelled the Mahamari, and rendered the future
Rajas of Assam mere pageants under him. On the death of
Raja Gaurinath, which he is said to have accelerated, be expel-
led the lawful heir, but to save apperance, and conciliate the
natives, he set up a boy, sprung from a spurious branch of the
royal family, whom he kept under the strictest seclusion from
public affairs.

Many years ago the Bengal government, in consequence of
orders from Europe, established a salt agent at Goalpara to
monopolize the Assam salt trade, but after several years’ trial,
the loss sustained was so great, that the Marquis Cornwallis,
who always abhorred petty traffic, ordered it to be suppressed
Mr. Daniel Raush, a respectable Hanoverian, succeeded as the
principal merchant, but soon found himself creditor to the
Raja, the Bura Gohaing, and to many other chief, who had the
address to get possession of his property, in spite of his caution
and long experience of their bad faith. In 1796 he quitted his
factory at Goalpara, entered Assam, and proceeded towards the
capital, to endeavour to effect some compromise for his claims
amounting to three lac of rupees; but on the route he was
treacherously assassinated by the Raja of Dring’s (or Dorong)
followers, and had his pinnaces pillaged and his papers destroy-
ed. In 1801, the Marquis Wellesley, compassionating the distreses
of his widow and destitute family, dispatched Comul Lochun
Nundy, a native agent, to the court of Assam, to recover the
arrears; in furtherance of which object he furnished him with
letters to the Raja and prime minister, explanatory of his
misson and reminding them, that were wholly indebted for the
re-establishment of their authority to the British succours under
Captain Welsh in 1790. The agent, Nundy, proceeded accord-
ingly to Jorhaut, the existing capital, where he found the Raja
and his minister ostensibly fully disposed to render him every
assistance, but in private obstructiing him so effectually that after
being for two years amused with promises and sham trials, he
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would have returned from that miserable court as empty handed
as he went, had he not on a frontier station recovered 10,000
rupees from a custom-house officer, who had less power, or more
honesty, than his superiors. Indeed, the agent’s description of
the general anarchy, the injustice excerised, and the horrid
cruelties perpetrated by whoever has the power, excites surprise
that all the lower classes who have the means do rot migrate to
the British territories, which are close at hand, and contain
immense tracts of waste land.

In 1806, Sir George Barlow made another effort to recover
something for Mr. Raush’s family, who offered to accept 20,000
in lieu of their whole claims, but with equally bad success.
The Raja and his minister on this occasion, among other
excuses for their want of punctuality, assigned the total
anarchy of their country, and solicited the assistance of the
British government to subdue the insurgents, and to tranquillize
their subjects; an undertaking that would have cost one
hundred times the amount claimed. After this evasive reply,
the absolute inutility of again addrssing the Assam state on the
subject appeared nearly established, yet to leave nothing untried,
on the 26th of February, 1813, another letter was dispatched,
recalling the circumstances to the Raja’s, or rather to his
minister’s, recollection, and expressing the expectation of the
British government, that he would effect some equitable settle-
ment. In his reply, received in February, 1814, the Raja acknow-
ledges the receipt of a letter addressed to his brother, the late
Raja, and then proceeds to describe the unfortunate condition
ofhis country. From the eastward and northward the people of
Nora, Khamti, Dopla, and Mahamari, had assembled and
invaded his dominions; while on the Bijnec frontier, a robber,
named Manick Ray, had made repeated inroads, laid waste
three pergunnahs. and plundered the custom -house of Kandar.
The tenour of this reply proved as unsatisfactory as the prior
one had been, but as the case did nnt warrant a stronger
interference than remonstrance, all further prcceedings on the
subject were suspended.

For many years past the western confines of Assam have
been infested by bands of freebooters, prinpally Burkindauzes
from Upper Hindostan, who availing themselves of the local
peculiarities of the Bijnee estate, have been in the habit of
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waging a system of incursion and plunder on the Assam
villages which be contiguous to the Bengal frontier. The
first regularly organized band of this description consisted of
the followers of Gholam Ali Beg. a Hindostany Mogul, who
had been entertained by the Assam Rajas to fight against the
Mahamari, the inveterate enemies of the Assamese principality.
The Bura Gohaing, soon after his usurpation, dismissed Ghol-
am Ali Beg and his band, and, as they assert, turned them
out of the country without paying up their arrears. On this
event, Gholam Ali took up a position on the confines of Bijnee,
beyond the Ayi river, from whence he has ever since made
incursions into Assam. His first attack was on the Kandar
chokey, or custom-house, in 1805, at the head of 150 men,
when he stormed the post, and carried off such a booty, that
on twelve of the gang, who were shortly after seized in Mymun-
singh, 1600 rupees were found. From this time forward,
Gholam Ali continued to lurk on the confines of Assam and
Bijnee, with about 80 followers, not only ravaging the frontier
villages of Assam, but making occasional inroads into the in-
terior, plundering boats of valuable merchandize as they passed
down the Manas river, which separates Bijnee from Assam.

During this period of time the above adventurer is said to
have acquired a kind of sovereignty over 16 villages, on the
eastern bank of the Manas, from which he received a large
revenue, readily paid by the inhabitants for protection; but he
was at length vanquished by another body of freebooters, led
by a Hindostany Rajpoot, named Manick Ray, who drove
Gholam Ali into Bootan, and usurped his lucrative post on
the frontiers of Bijnee, where he still harbours, doing indescri-
bable mischief to that branch of the Goalpara trade navigated
on the Manas, and making nightly plundering excursions into
Assam. Both he and his predecessor, Gholam Ali Beg, have
been frequently pursued by the detachment of British sepoys
stationed at Jughigopa, but the orders of government being
peremptory against passing the Ayi river, all their efforts have
been frustrated, and from the Bijnee Raja no coercion need be
expected, as he is strongly suspected of sharing the profits of
their depredations. In these harassed pergunnahs the tenantry
have mostly given up a fixed residence. Many have retired
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within the British boundary, whiie others keep their women
and children there, and every morning cross the river to culti-
vate the fields in Assam, but return at night to sleep in safety.
Such is the deplorable condition of this fertile country,
where the mass of the people are said to be extremely anxious
to throw off the yoke of the userper, but such on the other hand
is bis tyranny and their pusillanimity, that his rule is acquiesced
in with the most unqualified submission. The rightful heir to
the terone is Birjinauth Coomar, the person who, in 1814, was
detected by the magistrate of Rungpoor in an attempt to head
a large body of Burkindauses against the Bura Gohaing, having
been encouraged thereto by the general inclination of the coun-
try in his favour. It is generally supposed that the Bura
Gohaing, knowing that Birjinauth was the legitimate heir, had
disqualified him for the soverignty by slitting, or othewise dis-
flguring. one of his ears, which is not improbable, as he had
been observed by Mr. Sisson, when acting magistrate of Rung-
poor, always to conceal one ¢ within his turban. If it really
be so, and as any bodily blemish is an insurmountable disquali-
fication for the Assam throne, the people of that country must
have invited him back with the view of electing one of his
children in his stead. Circumstanced as he now is, his fate
appears singularly hard, as, according to his own estimation,
he is placed within reach of recovering his rights, and yet by
the interference of the British government debarred the use of
the means, after having involved himself in debt to a large
amount in  collecting volunteers to fight aginst the usurper.
In 1814, Birjinauth Coomar had no means of subsistence except
the precarious bounty of such individuals as pitied his distresses.
He was then 40 years of age, and had two sons, the oldest
about 14 years. The late dowager Ranny of Assam, who was
a pensioner of the British government, at 50 rupees per month,
adopted the oldest of the boys, and to him, in 1812, a conti-
nuance of the pension was authorized for five years; but the
father then subsisted by begging alms from the principal Rajas

of Bengal, and is said to have been assisted among others by
the Rajas of Burdwan and Cooch Behar.

Assam in its present condition is so utterly destitute of any
thing to attract a conqueror, that its invasion by the Chinese
and Gorkhas of Nepaul may almost appear an extravagance,
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yet in the year 1815 two agents were dispatched on the parts of
the Nepaul government to the court of Assam, which they
quitted after sojourning some time, and returned to their own
country, either through the northern part of Bootan, or the
southern tract of the Grand Lama’s territories.—(F. Buchanan,
Suen, Public MS Documents, Wade Comul Lochun Nundy, Abdul
Rusool, Gardner, &c. &c. &c.)

Camroop (Camarupa, the aspect of desire).—This was form-
erly an extensive Hindoo geographical division, extending from
the river Korotoya, where it joined the ancient kingdom of
Matsya, to the Dekkorbasini, a river of Assam, which enters
the Brahmaputra a short distance to the east of the eastern
Kamakhya. said to be 14 days’ journey by water above Jorhaut
the modern capital. On the north Camroop extended to the
first range of the Bootan hills; the southern toundary was
where the Lukhiya river separates from the Brahmaputra, where
it adjoined the country called Bangga (Bengal). According to
this description. Camroop, besides a large province of Assam
(which still retains the name) included the whole of the modern
divisions of Rungpoor and Rangamatty, a portion of the
Mymunsing district and Silhet, together with Munipoor,
Gentiah, and Cachar.

The early history of this region is involved in obscurity, but
it has the reputation of having been in early times a sort of
Paphian land, the seat of promiscuous pleasures, which the
loose manners of its modern inhabitants, as may be seen under
the article Rungpoor, tend strongly to justify. Besides a mysteri-
ous awe hangs over it, as having been the grand source of the

Tantra system of the magic, the doctrines of which permit many
indulgences to new converts, and enable the Brahmins to share

sensual gratifications from which they would otherwise be
excluded. The Tantras chiefly inculcate the worship of irascible
female spirits, whose hostility is to be appeased by bloody
sacrifices, to be eaten afterwards; in consequence of which the
Tantras are held in great estimation by the Brahmins of Bengal.
Jadoo, or witchcraft, is supposed to be still generally understood
by the old women, who are employed by the young to secure
the affection of their paramours.

This ancient province was invaded by Mahommed Bukhtyar
Khilijee in A.D, 1204, immediately after the conquest of Bengal
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by the Mahommedans; but he was compelled to retreat after
losing nearly the whole of his army. From the prodigious ruins
of public works still extant, and the magnificent public roads
that had been constructed, it is probable that this remote corner
of India in ancient times enjoyed a superior form of government
to any that it has since experienced. Between the date last
mentioned and the reign of Acber, the Mahommendans of
Bengal made many efforts to accomplish the subjugation of
Camroop, but were invariably frustrated. The mode of defence
adopted by the princes of the country when attacked, was to
retire with their families and effects into the jungles, until the
violence of the rains, the inundation of the country, and the
pestilential effects of an unhealthy climate, compelled the in-
vaders to capitulate, or to attempt a destructive retreat. At
length about 1603, towards the conclusion of the reign of Acber,
the Moguls took permanent possession of the western portion
of Camroop, which the, partioned into four divisions, viz.
Ootrecul, Dukhincul, Bengai Bliumi, and Camroop Proper.—
(F. Buchanan, Wade, Stewart &c,)

K ANDAR.—A frontier town in the province of Assam, situat-
ed on the north bank af the Brahmaputra, opposite to Goalpara,
Lat. 26° 10’ N. long. 90° 40" E. At this place there is a custom-
house where duties are collected on goods entering Assam.

NOGHURDERA.—A frontier town and custom-house in Assam,
situated on the south bank of the Brahmaputra, 26 miles E.
from Goalpara. Lat. 26° 4’ N, long. 91° 9° E.

GoHATI.—This was the capital of the ancient Hindoo geo-
graphical division named Camroop, which included great part
of Assam, but it is now in a very miserable condition. Lat. 26°
9' N. long. 91° 48’ E. 70 miles E. from Goalpara in Bengal.

RUNGPOOR (Rangapura.)—This town, situated on the Dikho
river, is frequently called the capital of Assam, and it appears
to have been once a place of consequence, but latterly it has
been only the military station to Ghergong, from which it is
distant about 30 miles north. The Rungpoor territorial division
is 12 miles in length by 10 in breadth, and in 1793 contained
a considerable number of villages and hamlets. To the west of
Rungpoor is a bridge, built in the reign of Rudra Singh by
workmen from Bengal, which may be deemed the western gate
of the military fortress of Rungpoor, which is accessible from the
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westward only through this post, as the river here is seldom
fordable. On the south it is protected by an immense causeway,
or line of fortification which extends from Namdaugh to the
Dikho.—(Wade, & c. & c.)

GHERGONG (Ghirigrama).—This place stands on the Dikho,
which falls into the Brahmaputra on the south side, and was for
many years the capital of Assam; but since the insurrection of
the Mahamari priest and his rabble, the city, palaces, and fort
have continued a heap of ruins. In maps this place is also
named Gergong. Gurgown, and Kirganu.—(Wade, Rennell, & c.)

JorHAUT.— This place stands on both sides of the Dikho
river, which, according to Lieutenant Wood, of the Bengal
Engineers, joins the Brahmaputra in lat 26 48" N. long.94° 6°E.
Jorhaut is the present capital of the province, as, since disturb-
ances which broke out during the reign of Raja Gaurinauth,
the royal residence has been removed to this place, about 20
miles west from Rungpoor, but no brick buildings have as yet
been erected.

MaJuLl. —A large island in Assam, formed by the Brahma-
putra, which is said at Tikhti Potarmukh (about 55° E.) to
separate into two branches, which afterwards re-unite. Accord-
ing to native reports, it may be estimated at 130 miies in length,
by from 10 to 15 in breadth. This insulated district is intersected
by channels of communication between the two branches, which
in reality convert it into a cluster of distinct island. It is said
that the land of Majuli island has been in a great measure
alienated by the government, to temples, and to men considered
holy.—(F. Buchnans, Wade, &c.)

The Treaty of Yandaboo, Feb. 24, 1826.

Treaty of peace between the Honourable East India Com-
pany on the one part, and His Majesty the King of Ava on the
other, settled by Major General Sir Archibald Campbells K.C.B.
& K.C.T.S. commanding the expendition, and Senior Commis-
sioner in Pegu and Ava : Thoms Campbell Robertson, Esquire,
Civil Commissioner in Pegu and Ava and Henry Ducie
Chandds, Esquire, Captain Commanding his Britannic Maj-
esty’s and the Honorauble Company’s Naval Force on the
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Irrawaddy River, on the part of the Honourable Company: and
by Mengyee-Mahah-Men-Hlak-kyan-ten Woonguee, Lord of
Lay-Kain and Mengyee-Mahah-Hlah- Thoo-Atween-Woon, Lord
of the Revenue, on the part of the king of Ava; who have each
communicated to the other their full power agreed to and execu-
ted at Yandaboo, in the Kingdom of Ava on this Twenty-fourth
day of February, in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Twenty-six, corresponding with the Fourth day
of the decrease of the Moon Taboung, in the year One Thou-
sand One Hundred and Eighty and seven Gaud, a A Era.

ARTICLE-

ARTICLE-

ARTICLE-

1.

2.

3.

There shall be perpetual peace and friendship
between the Honourable Company on the one

part and His Majesty the King of Ava on the other.

His Majesty the King of Ava renounces all
claims upon, and will abstain from all future
interference with, the principality of Assam and
its dependencies, and also with the contiguous
petty States of Cachar and Jyntia, with regard
to Mannipoor it is stipulated, that should
Ghumbbeer Sing desire to return to that country,
he shall be recognised by the King of Ava as
Rajah thereof.

To prevent all future disputes respecting the
boundary line between two great Nations, the
British Government will retain the conquered
Provinces of Arracan, including the four divi-
sions of Arracan, Ramree Cheduba and Sando-
way, and His Majesty the King of Ava cedes all
right thereto. The Unnoupectort mien or
Arakan Mountains (known in Arakan by the
name of the Yeomatoun or Pokhinglong Range)
will henceforth form the boundary between the
two great Nations on that side. Any doubts
regarding the side line of demarcation will be
settled by Commissioners appointed by the
respective governments for the purpose such
Commissioners from both powers to be of suit-
able and corresponding rank.
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ARTICLE 4 His Majesty the king of Ava cedes to the British
Government the conquered Provinces of Yeh,
Tavoy, and Mergni and Tennasserim. With the
islands and dependerncies there unto appertaining
taking the Salween River as the line of demarca-
tion on that frontier; any doubts regarding thetr
boundarjes will be settled as specified in the
concluding part of the Article third.

ARTICLE 5 In proof of the sincere disposition oft he
Burmese Government to maintain the relations
of peace and amity between the Nations and as
part indemnification to British Governmeat for
the expenses of the war, His Majesty the King of
Ava agrees to pay the sum of one crore of
Rupees.

ARTICLE 6 No person whatever, whether Native or foreign,
is hereafter to be molested by either party, on
account of the part which Le may have taken or
have been compelled to take in the present war.

ARTICLE 7 In order to cultivate and improve the relations
of amity and peace hereby established between
the two governments, it is agreed that acredited
ministers, retaining an escort or safeguard of
fiftty men, from each, shall reside at the Durbar
of the other, shall be permitted to purchase, or
build a suitable place of residence, of permanent
materials; and a Commercial Treaty, upon
principles of reciprocal, advantage, will be
entered into by the two high contracting powers.

ArTiICLE 8 All public and private debts contracted by
cither Government or by the subjects of either
Government with the others previous to the war,
to be recognised and liquidated upon the same
principles of honour and good faith as if hostili-
ties had not taken place between the two Nations,
and no advantage shall be taken by either party
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10
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of the period that may have elapsed since the
debts were incurred or in consequence of the
war; and according to the universal law of
Nations, it is further stipulated, that the property
of all British subjects who may die in the domi-
nions of His Majesty the King of Ava, shall in the
absence of legal heirs, be placed in the hands of
the British Resident or Consul in the said domi-
nions who will dispose of the same according to
the tenor of the Britishlaw. In like manner the
property of Burmese subjects dying under the
same circumstances, in any part of the British
dominions, shall be made over to the minister
or other authority delegated by His Burmese
Majesty to the Supreme Government of India.

The King of Ava will abolish all exactions upon
British ships or vessels in Burman ports, that are
not required from Burman ships or vessels in
British ports, nor shall ships or vessels the pro-
perty of British subjects, whether European of
Indian, entering the Rangoon River or the
Burman ports, be required to iand their guns, or
unship their rudders, or to do any other act not
required of Burmese ships or vessels in British
ports.

The good and faithful ally of the British
Government, His Majesty the King of Siam,
having taken a part in the present war will, to
the fullest extent, as far as regards His Majesty
and his subject, be included in the above
Treaty.

This Treaty to be ratified by the Burmese autho-
rities competent in the like case, and the
ratification to be accompanied by all British,
whether European or Native, American and
other prisoners, who will be delivered over to
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the British Commissioners, on their part engag-
ing that the said Treaty shall be ratified by the
Right Honourable the Governor-General-in
Council, and the Ratification shall be delivered
to His Majesty the King of Ava, in four mouths
or sooner if possible, and all the Burmese
prisoners shall in like manner, be delivered
over to their own Government as soon as they
arrive from Bengal.

(Signed Archibald Campbell (L.S.)

Largeen Meonja,

(Woonghee, (Signed) T.C. Robertson
Captain Royal Navy. (L. S.)

(Seal of the lotoo) (Signed) Hy. D. Chads,
Captain Royal Navy. (L.S.)

Shwagum Woon,
Atawoon,

Additional Article

The British Commissioners being most anxiously desirous
to manifest the sincerity of their wish for peace, and to make
the immediate execution of the fifth Article of this Treaty as
little irksome or inconvenient as possible to His Majesty the
King of Ava, consent to the following arrangements, with
respect to the division of sum total as specified in the Article
before referred to, into instalments, viz, upon the payment of
twenty-five lacs of Rupees, or one fourth of the sum total the
other Articles of the Treaty being executed the Army will
retire to Rangoon. Upon the further payment of a similar
sum at that place, within one hundred days from this date,
with the provision as above, the Army will evacuate the
dominions of His Majesty the King of Ava with the leastp ossi-
ble delay, leaving the remaining moiety of the sum tota] to be
paid by equal annual instalments in two years, from this
twenty-fourth day of February, 1826 A.D., through consul or
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Resident in Ava or Pegu, on the part of the Honourable the
East India Company.

Sd/-Largeen Meonja Sd|-Archibald Campbell
Woonghee

(Seal of the lotoo) Sd|-T,C. Robertson,
Sd/- Shwagum Woon, Civil Commissioner (L.S.)
Atawoon Sd/-Hy. D. Chads,

Captain Royal Navy (L.S.)

Ratified by the Governor-General in Council at Fort of
William in Bengal, this Eleventh day of April, in the year of
our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty-Six.

(Signed) Amberst: Combermere : J.H. Harington: W B.
Bayley.

Notes by M.r .D Scott on Welsh’s Report
on Assam, 1794-1828

In early times the succession appears to have gone generally
to sons except in cases of deposal. The circumstances of the
succession one to another of the four sons of Roodru Singh is
said to have originated in the death-bed injunction of that
Monarch. It was not unusual for the reigning King to appoint
a successor, and it was the practice to disqualify other to
members of the family from reigning by causing a slight wound
to be inflicted upon them which was considered as an insur-
mountable bar to the acquisition of the regal office.

2. With exception to Royal grants and the Khats or farms
of individual usually of small extent, there is no division of the
land in Assam amongst a comparatively small number of indivi-
duals such as seen in the feudal countries of Europe and in
Bengal, and the cultivated soil may be considered as the pro-
perty of the pykes or peasants owing service to the State to
whome it is allotted. Waste land might be reclaimed by any
one who had the means of bringing it into cultivation, and a
property in the scil might be acquired, subject, however, if held
without a grant from the King, to an agrarian law which
rendered the whole of the transplanted roce lamds (roopeet)
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liable to duwvision amongst the pykes, on a new census taking
place, in case there should be an insufficiency of waste land for
their support. Gardens. tanks, groves, &c which are formed
upon the higher description of land, were not subjected to this
law, nor was ground that had been occupied for a great length
of time and inherited or transferred from one party to another
for a valuable consideration. Land of the latter description
called poyeetrick, or ancestral, was not subject to the payment
of revenue until the reign of Kumolessur, when a tax in kind
was imposed on it equal to from 5 to 8 annas per Bengal bee-
gah. It is believed that no estate of this kind exists exceeding
in extent 2000 Bengal beegahs, and that no individual in the
country is possessed altogether of 900 beegahs of such land of
roopeet quality.

3. The authority of the King was in practice probably much
more despotic than is here represented, and it would not
appear from the history of the country that the aristocracy had
any legal means of preventing the execution of his wishes, the
only remedy seeming to have consisted in the actual exercise of
their power of deposing him in case of gross misconduct and
neglect of their advice. It is to be regretted that the historical
work to which I have had access treats with great brevity of
those reigns in which no troubles occurred, and in which the
Princes may be supposed to have acted in constitutional manner,
but when it does afford any insight into difference of opinion
between the King and his Counsellors, we usually find one or
other of these parties exercising unlimited sway, the Prince in
some cases dismissing and putting to death the Gohains,
and the latter frequently treating their master in the like
manner.

4. For example of this power vide pages 23 to 45 of the
accompanying extracts of these precedents, only three—the
deposals of Sooram Pha Sooching Pha, and Soonyut Pha—can
be considered as having anything of the character of deliberate
acts of the great Council of State; while from the circumstance
of all of these instances having occurred within a period of
thirty years, and two of them in the time of same Boorah
Gobhain, there seems to be sine ground for the doubts here ex-
pressed as to the legality of the procedings in question.
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5. The Gohains had altogether alloted for their own use
10,000 pykes equal, at the cld assessment, to Rs. 90,000 per
annum, which, adverting to the relative value of money in
Assam and Bengal in former times, may be considered as
equivalent of treble the amount in the latter country.

6. It does not appear that the Gcehains could be selected
except from three families —one furnishing a Bur Putra Gohain,
another a Bur Gohain, and a third a Boora Gohain.

7. The members of twelve families are now eligible to
these offiices upon the strength of past precedents, These
twelve families are distinct from the preceding three from which
the two Ministers could not be chosen-a rule that was pro-
bably enacted with the view of preventing the two great
accumulation of power in particular families.

8. The Bar Boorooa had the command of 14,000 pykes,
but they were bound to perform service to the King, and the
Prime Minister’s perquisite consisted in an allowance of 7
per cent., for his private use and in the fines levied from them
for offences committed or on the appointment to the inferior
offices of Hazarkseya, &c.

9. These offices were filled from the fifteen families of
hereditary nobility already mentioned, and such of them as did
not involve military service could also be held by the higher
classes of the aboriginal inhabitants of the country, but not by
foreigners or their descendants for three of four generations.

10. The officer exercised jurisdiction in the absence of the
King only, and in the places of fort.

I1. No record was kept in criminal trials, but in civil cases
a summary of the proceedings was drawn out and delivered
to the successful party called Sidhant Puttir. Trials were
conducted before the Bur Boorwa or other delegate as president,
and a certain number of Khattakees, Khagtstees, Ghunucks.
and Pundits as assessors, by whose opinion the judge was
usually guided. The administration of justice is said to have
been speedy, efficient, and impartial in former times, buta
good deal corrupted since the commencement of the disorders
occasioned by the Moamaria insurrections. No Wukeels were
employed. The parties or one of their relations appearing
personally. From the Bur Boorwa’s Court not even the three
Gohain were exempt.
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12. After this, a force consisting of mercenaries from the
western provinces was introduced and by that means the late
Boora Gohain was enabled so long to usurp the whole power
of the State.

13. The Pykes are now chiefly employed as labourers; or a
revenue is derived from the commutation of their services for
a money payment varying from 6 to 8 rupees per Ghote. A
considerable number of the inhabitants are exempted from
personal service on the score of their caste or rank or by
purchase, but by far the largest portion still continue to work,
in a most unprofitable manner for the Government.

14. Since the loss of a great number of pykes in the reign of
Rajeswar Sing, the number of men forming a Ghote in Upper
Assam has been reduced to three. All persons below the age
of 15 years and above 50 years are exempted from service.

15. This one of the most important rights the lower orders
possessed, and it extended usually to the Hazarkeyeeas, and in
case of proof of maltreatment to the higher ranks placed over
them. When a dispute occurred between the retainers of two
different Commanders, it was decided by the officer of highest
rank.

16. The descendants and frequently the collateral relations
of nobles guilty of treason, and particularly of shedding the
royal blood, were attained and degarded so as to be incapable
of holding any office.

17. The office is now held by a family of Kamptees who
settled in Assam about 70 years ago.

18. This is accounted for in pages 57 of the historical ex-
tracts. It appears that the elder son was disqualified for the
succession in consequence of his being marked with the small-
pox, any personal blemish, whether natural or artificial, being
considered as an insurmountable bar to the attainment of the
regal dignity in Assam.

19. The Moamarial still possess some power in the upper
part of the country. They are united under the command of
their elected chief the Bur-Sinaputtee. In any arrangement
that may be made for the future settlement of Assam, it will be
necessary to consult the interest of this numerous body.
If attached to the Government, they might become useful as a
militia, but the exorbitant pretensions of their priests may
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render it difficult to satisfy them. Of late years it was usual
with the Assam Government to keeep the High Priest at Court,
and after under restraint. His influence is now supposed to
be on the decline.

20. The whole of these Chiefs are now in subjection to
Assam as far as their possessions in the plains extend, but they
are nearly independent in the hills. There is every reason to
believe that they are particularly well disposed towards the
British Government, and the princinal person amongst them,
the Rajah of Burdewar, is now actively engaged in improving the
road through his territory which extends nearly to Pundwa in
Sylhet.

21. Of late the Bar Phookon exercised the right of dismiss-
ing and appointing the above Rajahs with exception to those
of Durung and Beltola without previous reference, but subject
to an appeal to the King.

22. The powers of the Rajahs have since been much cartail-
ed, at present they exercise judicial authority in minor cases in
common with the chowdries by sufferance only, but the facility
they possess of escaping into hills, when pursued by the officers
of Government, has often induced them to assume still higher
powers, and to mutilate and put persons to death for ehicha
fine was usually accepted as an atonement under the Assam
Govt. Nothing of this kind has occurred since the full establish-
ment of the British authority.

23. The Duplas, Bhoteeyas, and Ankas pay a nominal
tribute, and in return levy black mail to a very oppressive and
continually increasing extent in the districts north of the river.
Cachar and Jyntiah long before this period had regained their
independence. Twelve of the Singpho Chiefs were also nominally
subjected to Assam, but did not pay tribute.

24. Although very illiterate, there are nevertheless several
persons amongst the Assam nobility who, with considerable
talents, possess a sufficient knowledge of business to enable them
to conduct the affairs of the country until it may be determined
who is to be raised to the throne. It is of course impossible
to say whether or not any particular individual could be
appointed with the Rajah’s consent but under the altered
circumstances of the case, the British Government would no
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doubt be justified in exercising the most decided interference
in regard to the selection of the higher officers of State.

25. The Rajahs of Durung have been reduced to complete
subjection since the date of this report, and at present they
do not possess the means of disturbing the peace or assisting
the Government. They are appointed and dismissed like the
other officers of State, an individual of the same family being,
however, always chosen. There is at present one Rajah in
possession and three ex-Rajahs, all of whom ascertain bitter
enmity against each other.

26. This opinion was completely verified by the result. On
the detachment being withdrawn, the Rajah ceased to observe
the commercial treaty and a vertyak monopoly was again
established.

27. This statement still exhibits the principal imports. The
quantity of goods European manufacture has of late increased
and it is probable that there may hereafter be a considerable
outset for woollens at a sort of annual fair held on the confines
of Durung, to which merchants from Thibet and the interme-
diate country resort.

28. This article thrives well, and the quantity would admit of
being greatly increased. The price formerly used to be from
ten to fifteen rupees per maund it is now much enhanced.

29. A great quantity of opium is produced and used by the
inhabitants. In point of purity it is probably equal to that of
Patna or Benaras, but it is prepared in a different from, being
reduced to a dry state by exposure to the air, spread on narrow
slips of cloth, which are afterwards rolled up into smalls bales,
and called Kanes or Kapps.

30. The Burmese invasion has proved very destructive to
the Sooparee groves; immense numbers having been cut down
and still more destroyed by wild elephants after the villages
were abandonced. This article is now one of import.

31. The quantity of gcld would probably admit of much
increase by the adoption of improved means of washing the
sands containing it, which is at present done by the kand and
apparently in manner involving a great deal of unnecessary
labor. The gold-dust is found in connjunction with a black
sandy ore of iron, probably produced from the disintegration
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of granite. The gold is ultimately separated in the usual
manner by long washing and subsequent trituration with
mercury.

32. The quantity of the lac annually exported, previously
to the late troubles, amounted to about 8 or 10,000 maunds.
It might be increased to a great extent, but not very speedily.
The trees upon which the insect feeds requiring a long time to
grow to the requisite size.

33. This is an article of great value and importance, and
which will probably prove a useful material in many of the
mixed stuffs manufactured in England from its superior strength
and durability to silk. The quantity at present exported is
small, but it may be expected to increase very rapidly. Exten-
sive plantations of the trees required for the support of the
worms being everywhere to be seen abandoned by the proprie-
tors during the late troubles. This tree also grows wild in the
upper part of the country.

34. The quantity of salt imported during the years 1824-25
was only 25,000 maunds, The consumption of this article in
Assam and the adjoining parts of Rungpore is much less than
might be expected with reference to the inhabitants very
generally preferring an alkaling seasoning for their food,
prepared from the ashes of plants. Potash and soda are both
used for this purpose, the laiter being manufactured by burning
certain aquatic plants, some of which are found in a wild state,
and others cultivated for this express purpose.

35. The river is not navigable much beyond Suddeeya, nor
is there any trade of consequence carried on in that quarter.

36. This arrangement was not adhered to. The commuta-
tion for services would be most acceptable to the peasantry,
and, with some. restrictions rendered necessary by local circum-
stances, and the habits of the people, it might be adopted
with much advantage.

37. The future defence of Assam will involve no expense
that could otherwise be avoided, and the security of our own
Province would on the contrary be most easily and effectually
provided for by occupying the country as far as the 93 degrec
of East Longitude which would bring the troops on the
Burhampootur into communicaticn with those c¢n the Soormah.

38. In the present state of society in Assam, the ancient
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constitution would not admit of much improvement. That it
is fully adequate to insure good government it would be too
much to affirm but if means were taken to raise the character
and qualifications of the nobility by an improved system of
education, it can scarcely be doubted that with all its imperfect-
jons this system would prove greatly superior to the simple
despotism of Cooch Behar, and other subordinate States, where
the Chief too often delegates his authority to servants who have
any thing but the interest without check or control to carry
oppression and misgovernment to an extent that under other
circumstances would not be compatible either with safety of
their Sovereign or the continuance of their own power.

This was not however always the case. The Princes who
had been disqualified by mutilation being frequently appointed
to those offices.

Treaty between the East India Company and Purandar
Singh 1832

By a treaty entered into with him at the time of his
installation, Purandar Singh was placed on the same

Treaty footing as other protected princes; the entire civil
administration was left in his hands, and his terri-

tory was secured from the attacks of hostile States on condition
of his paying a yearly tribute of Rs. 50,000 out of an estimated
revenue of Rs. 1,20,000. The British Government still main-
tained direct political relations with the Chiefs of Matuk and
Sadiys, and with the surrounding hill tribes, and continued to
keep a garrison and Political Officer at Sadiya. Jorhat was made
the capital of the new State, and the headquarters of Political
Agent and of the Assam Light Infantry were transferred from
that place to Bishnath. A detachment of the latter was left at

Jorhat for the protection of the Raja and the preservation of
peace.

Treaty with Poorunder Singh, Raja of Assam, 1833
ARTICLE 1  The Company give over to Rajah Poorunder Singh

the portion of Assam lying on the southern bank
of the Brahmaputra of the eastward of the
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ARTICLE 2

ARTICLE 3

ARTICLE 4

ARTICLE 5

ARTICLE 6
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Dhuvsiren River (Dhansiri?) and on the northern
bank to the eastward of a nullah immediately east
of Bishnath.

The Rajah Poorunder Singh agrees to pay an
annual tribute. of 50, 000 Rupees of Raja Mohree
coinage to the Honourable Company.

The Rajah Poorunder Singh binds himself, in the
administration of justice in the country now made
over to him, to abstain from the practices of the
former Rajahs of Assam, as to cutting of ears and
noses, extracting eyes or otherwise mutilating or
torturing, and that he will not inflict cruel
punishment for slight faults, but generally
assimilate the administration of justice in his
territory to that which prevails in the dominions of
the H.C. He further finds himself not to permit
the immolation of women by suttees.

The Rajah Poorunder Singh binds himelf to assist
the passage of the troops of the Company through
his territory, furnishing supplies and carriage
on receiving payment for the same.

Whether at Jorhat or elsewhere, wheresoever a
spot may be required for the permanent canton-
ment of the troops of the British Government the
Rajah agrees that, within the limits assigned to
such cantonment he shall exercise no power
whatever; all matters connected with such canton-
ment to be decided on by the office of the British
government.

In the event of a detachment being stationed at
Suddeya or elsewhere, the Rajah Poorunder Singh
binds himself to render it all the assistance that it
shall require in regard to provisions and carriage.
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ARTICLE.7

ARTICLE $

ARTICLE 9

ARTICLE 10

ARTICLE 11

Q7
The ‘Rajah binds himself ever to listen with
attention to the advice of the political Agent to be
stationed in Upper Assam, or to that of the Agent
to the Governor-General with a view to the conduct
of affairs in the country made over to him in
conformity of the stipulations of this Agreement.

The Rajah binds himself not to carry on any
correspondence by letter or otherwise, or to enter
into any contract or Agreement with the Rulers
of any Foreign States. In all cases of necessity he
will consult with Political Agent or Agent to the
Governor-General by whom the necessary com-
munication will be made.

The Rajah binds himself to surrender, on demand
from the Agent to the Governor-General or P.A,,
any fugitive from justice who may take refuge in
his territory, and always to apply to those officers
for the apprehension of any individual who may
ﬂy from his territory into that of the Honourable
Company, or of any other State.

It is distinctly understood that this Treaty invests

Rajah Poorunder Singh with no power over the
Moamaria country of the Bur Senaputtee.

It being notorious that the quantity of opium pro-
duced in Assam is the cause of many miseries to the
inhabitants, the Rajah binds himself that, whatever
measures may be determined on with a view to
checking this source of mischief in the territory of
the Honourable Company, corresponding measures
shall be adopted in the territory made over to him.

In the event of Rajah’s continuing faithful to the articles
of this Treaty, the British Government engages to protect him
from the aggressions of any foreign force, but if, which God
forbid, he should in any way depart from a faithful adherence
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to the same, and be guilty of oppressing the people of the
country entrusted to his charge then the right is reserved to the
Government of Honourable Company either to transfer the
said country to another ruler, or take it into its own immediate
occupation.

Dated the 2nd March 1833, or 20th Phagoon, 1239 B.E.

True Translation Signed T.C. Robertson
A. 1099

Mr. T.C. Robertson’s Report to the Government. 1833

In his report to Government Mr. T.C. Robertson wrote
as follows regarding Purander Singh’s qualifications :(— “I
have had several interviews with Purander Singh at Gauhati,
and see no reason, from his outward appearance and manners,
to doubt of his fitness for the dignity for which all unite in pre-
ferring him to his only rival Chandrakant. Purandar Singh is
a young man, apparently about 25 years of age. His counten-
ance is pleasing and bis manners extremely good. His natural
abilities seem respectable and his disposition mild and pacific....
Major White and Lieutenants Mathiec and Rutherford are all
decidedly of opinion that Purandar Singh is the person best
fitted to be at the head of the State which it has been decided
to create’’.

Anglo-Ava Treaty as regard surrender of Kubo Valley,
July 5. 1832

In a letter from Government of the 16th March, 1833, to
the Resident of Ava, declaring this resolution, he (tbe Resident)
is desired on his return to Ava to announce to the King, “that
the supreme Government still adheres to the opinion that the
Ningthee formed the proper boundary between Ava and
Muneepoor; but in consideration for His Majesty’s feeling and
wishes, and in the spirit of amity and good will subsisting bet-
ween the two countries, the supreme Government consents to
the restoration of the Kubo to Ava, and to the establishment of
the bonndary line at the foot of the Yoomadoung hills.”
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The right of Muneepoor to the territory in question
having been formally acknowledged, a compensation was
granted to the Rajah of that country for the loss of it, which
his son and successor has ever since continued to receive from
the supreme Government; the Burmah authority again prevails
in Kubo, and Tummoo either is or will shortly become the
head-quarters of the Khumbat Woon, or principal Burmese
authority on this frontier.

The above noted right of Ava to the disputed territory,
is fully established on the following grounds :

Ist. The kingdom of Pong or Mogoung, upon a cession,
from which, in the year 1475, Munnipore first occupied the
Kubo Valley, was proved to have been conquered by, and tri-
butary to, Ava, 33 years before that date.

2nd. The historical and other records of Ava show, that
Kubo Valley, distinct and separate from the kingdom of Munni-
pore, had been for a long series of years, considered as a part
of the Empire of Ava.

3rd. Kubo Valley, distinct from Munnipore, was in the
uninterrupted possession of Ava, for a period of 12 years
before the late war.

Agreement regarding Compensation for the
Kubo Valley, 1834

Major Grant and Captain Pemberton, under instruction
from the Right Honourable the Governor-General-in-Council,
having made over the Kubo Valley to the Burmese Commis-
sioners deputed from Ava, are authorized to state :

1. That it is the intention of the Supreme Government
to granta monthly stipend of five hundred Sicca Rupees to the
Rajah of Munnipore, to commence from the ninth day of
January One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-four, the
date at which the transfer of Kubo took place, as shown in the
Agreement mutually signed by the British and Burmese
Commissioner.

2. It isto be distinctly understood that should any
circumstances hereafter arise by which the portion of territory
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lately made over to Ava again reverts to Munnipore, the allow-
ance now granted by the British Government will cease from
the date of such reversion.

[Sd./-) F.J. Grant, Major,
[Sd./-) K. Boileau Pemberton, Capt. Commissioners..
Langhthabal Munnipore,

January 25, 1834

M? Cosh’s Report on the Topography of Assam, 1837

Assam’s climate is cold, healthy and congenial to Euro-
pean constitutions; its numerous, crystal streams abound in gold.
dust and masses of the solid metal; its mountains are pregnant
with precious stones and silver; its atmosphere is perfumed with
tea, growing wild and luxuriantly; and its soil is so well adapted
to all kinds of agricultural puropose, that it might be conver-
ted into one continued garden of silk and cotton, of tea, coffee,
and sugar, over an extent of many hundred miles.

Extracts from a Petition in Person to A.G. Moffat Mills.
Judge of the Sudder Court,

By Maniram Dutta Barowa Dewan in 1853

(Mill’s Report on the Province of Assam, 1854)

The Assam Rajahs, or Sorgee Deos, governed the country.
for 600 years and treated with mercy and consideration all
classes in Assam, from the most respectable down to the Abors
and other Hill Tribes; but by the mutual jealousies and dissen-
sions of Rajahs and Muntrees [Ministers], the former lost their
throne as well as sovereignty, while the country fell into the
hands of the Burmese, and the people into twelve kinds of fire.
After this the British Government at their own cost conquered
the province, and drove out the Burmese. It was then found
that the country was too poor to pay the expenses of
Government; under instructions, conveyed in Mr. Secretary
Swinton’s letter, dated in April 1825, the Province was divided
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by Colonel Richards and Mr. David Scott into two Zillahs
styled Senior and Junior Khunds; and in order to recover, if
possible, the expenses incurred in conquering the Province,
the Government reserved to themselves the Senior Khund,
while the Junior Khund, which included all Upper Assam from
the Bhyrubee Nuddee upwards, was abandoned or set apart
for the preservation of the name and title of a fallen monarch
and the rank, respectability and occupation of his nobility, the
Borwahs and Phookans. This latter arrangement was a source
of extreme delight to the people of these parts who hoped,
thereby, to enjoy the blessings of a mild Government and to
live in a state of happiness and contentment under the benefici-
ent sway of a poor Assam Rajah. By the departure, however,
of the abovenamed gentlemen, the people have been reduced to
the most abject and hopeless state of misery from the loss of
their fame, honour, rank, caste, employment.

1st.- During the rule of Mr. Robertson, who succeeded
Mr.David Scott in the superintendence of the Province,
contrary to the advice of the latter, and agreeably to the
suggestions of Military men, a settlement was made in the
country on a jumma quite disproportioned to the capabilities
of such a poor country. Nevertheless when the confusion
occurred, had strict inquiry been made, it would have been
found that there was no blame to be attached to the parties
concerned, because if we take into consideration the annual
resources and outlay of the present administration, it will be
seen that without supporting the different grades of Mohuntos
(Priests), nor upholding the various ranks of nobility, the
income of the Province is just adequate to cover the expenses
of governing it, without leaving any profit. Illustrious Sir. We
are just now, as it were, in the belly of tiger; and if our
misfortune yielded any advantage to the Government, we
should be content, but the fact is, there is neither gain to the
people nor the Government, and so long as the present state
of things continues, we can see no prospect of improvement in
the future,

2nd.- During the long-continued sovereignty of the
Assam Rajahs, the Hill Tribes that border on Assam, Akas,
Bjotes, Garrows, Meerees, Nagas, Daflas, Abors, Mishmees,
Khamties, Singphos, Norrahs, Meekirs, Laloongs (Dooanceas)
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and Fakeeals (Dooaneas) were effectually kept in check, and
the whole Province Governed with a force of only nine com-
panies of Sepoys. Besides this, all the different ranks of
Assamese noblemen and officers, from the Borahs and Sykeahs
to the three Dangureeas (Ministers of State) were honorably
and respectably maintained, the various grades of Mohuntos
(Priests) comfortably provided for, the poojahs seasonally
performed and the offerings punctually made at the several
Hindoo temples and places of worship, and all the expenses
involved under such a Government were duly met by former
Rajahs without difficulty or failure, besides supporting the
Royal family. But under the present administration although
revenue is collccted from those who were formerly exempted,
immunities and privileges (resumes or) removed that had
existed for 600 years without intermission, the Abors brought
under taxation and the sources of revenue increased four-fold
yet the Government in twenty-nine years have no substantial
benefit from the Province. This is indeed a source of great
wonder!

3rd.- Whether the increase of Zillahs and the Military
forces, involving an extra outlay, be any source of profit or
advantage to the Government, we cannot tell, but this we can
testify to that the establishment of Zillahs in every village has
tendered only to the rise of deceitful and fraudulent character
who delight in the institution of falsesuits. While the people
have imbibed such a love for petty matter that they are
perpetually devoting their time and money in the prosecution
and defence of frivolous cases. Furthermore the expense
incurred by Government for the establishment of Dewanny
Courts is quite useless. Because neither are the Regulations
nor the established customs of the country adhered to therein,
but instead thereof a system is pursued which resembles
Khicheree to the great ruin of the people. The proof of
this rests in the fact that decisions or decrees are given in
favour of both plaintiff and defendant on the same written
deeds. In addition to this when Military officers are first
appointed to take charge of Zillahs, whether they are
acquainted with their duties or not will be ascertained on due
investigation.
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4th- Faithful Investigator: The abolition of old customs
and establishment in their stead of Courts and unjl_Jst
taxation; secondly, the introduction of opium in the District
for the gratification of an opium eating people, who are daily
becoming more unfit for agricultural pursuits, thirdly, the
making of this Province khas and discontinuing the poojahs
at Kamakhya (temple) in consequence of which the country
has become subject to various calamities, the people to every
species of suffering and distress, and the annual cropstoa
constantly recurring failure. Under these several inflictions the
population of Assam is becoming daily more miserable. In proof
of this, permit us to bring forward the fact that during the days
of the Boorah Gohain and down even to the time of Mr.
Scott there were in every village two, four or five respectable
ryots possessing granaries filled with grain. But in these days
in the midst of 100 villages it will be difficult to discover a
couple of such ryots.

Sth- Whether the present Mouzadars and others are not
in a state of poverty, coupled with dissatisfaction compared
with the Borwahs, Phookans and other officers of former
times will be ascertained on due inquiry. Besides this, the
property of several individuals has been sold in satisfaction of
Government revenue due, their houses and lands, not even
excepting the Rajah who has had occasionally some of his pro-
perty attached on account of small sums of revenue; and with
all this the Government has derived no advantage. Furthermore,
the Besoyas will all be found on due inquiry to be labouring
under great dejection and deep sorrow caused by the loss of all
their substance. In addition to this only one anna out of
sixteen annas of them will be found to be free from debt, and
even this it will perhaps be difficult to establish.

6th- It might be supposed that by having given pensions
to some of the respectable Assamese great benefit has been
conferred on them. But the fact is that those who ought to
have got pensions did not get anym while those whose services
had been but of short duration and their claims insignificant
Proved most successful. Such were the fruits of strict justice.

7th- By the stoppage of such cruel practices, as extracting
the eyes, cutting of noses and ears and the forcible abduction of
virgins from their homes and by the removal of all way-side
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transit duties together with the old objectionable practice of
keeping clear Military and Dawk roads by the forced labour of~
villagers, the British Government has earned for itself inestim-.
able praise and renown. But by the introduction into the:
Province of new customs, numerous Courts, an unjust system.
of taxation, and objectionable treatment of Hill Tribes the:
consequence of which has been a constant state of warfare-
with them involving a mutual loss of life and money, neither-
the British Government nor their subjects have gained any-
benefit. ‘

8th- Furthermore, in the midst of the cruel oppressions;
and wanton ravages committed by the Burmese the ancient.
tombs as well as bones of the former Assam Rajah were left:
untouched. But under the present administration those tombs,
have been desecrated, the bones defiled, and the wealth:
secretly kept therewith robbed; Thus have the relics of our:
deceased kings been dishonoured and disgraced! This is worthy,
of deep consideration.

9th- Under the revenue settlement of Military Officers.
while a number of respectable Assamese are out of employ, the-
inhabitants of Marwar and Bengalees from Sylhet have beom:
appointed to Mouzadarships; and for us respectable Assamese:
to become the ryots of sach foreigners is a source of deep:
mortification.

10th- In the Shastras it is written, that Rulers ought te;
practice righteousness and govern their subjects with justice:
while studying their welfare. These are not now done, but the;
very contrary and for such sins and negligence, due rewards:
will be meted out even in a future state. May we therefore:
pray that after due investigation and reflection, the former-
native administration be re-introduced, and old habits and cus~.
toms of the people re-established in the country.

The upper and middle classes have seen those officers.
abolished which were most suitable for them. Their Logwas:

and Licksos taken away and their male and female slaves set:
free.

Those classaes who had been exempted from the payment:
of revenue for 600 years now brought under the assessment.
Those again whose ancestors never lived by digging,
ploughing or carrying burdens are now nearly reduced to such
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degrading employment. while those even who are Mouzadars
or employed by Government or receive those pensions are
reduced to such deep distress that they will be soon compelled
to follow the above occupations. And if any one of them should
happen at present to fall into any difficulty, he would find
it impossible to get the loan of a single Rupee, even if he
should give a bit of his own flesh in exchange. Also, if any of
them should wish to borrow Rs. 10 from a Kayah, he would first
have to deposit Rs. 20 worth of jewels as security and then be
obliged to pay interest at the rate of Rs. 5 per cent per mensem.
Yet with all this itis exceedingly difficult to get credit. This
ought to meet with due consideration.
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degrading employment. while those even who are Mouzadars
or employed by Government or receive those pensions are
reduced to such deep distress that they will be soon compelled
to follow the above occupations. And if any one of them should
happen at present to fall into any difficulty, he would find
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obliged to pay interest at the rate of Rs. 5 per cent per mensem.
Yet with all this itis exceedingly difficult to get credit. This
ought to meet with due consideration.
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ON GOALPARA

Mughal-Ahom Treaty : 1638

A treaty was therefore negotiated, under which the Bar
Nadi, on the north bank of Brahmaputra, and the Asurar Ali,
on the south, were fixed as the boundary between the Ahom
and the Muhammadan territories. During the next twenty
years, the country west of this boundary line remained in the
undisputed possession of the Muhammadans, and traces of the
system of administration introduced by them survive to this
day.

Ahom-Mughal Treaty-1663

Mir Jumlah was thus compelled to listen to the Raja’s
repeated overtures, and peace was agreed to on the following
terms:

1. Jayadhvaj Singh to send a daughter to the Imperial
harem.

2. Twenty thousand tolas of gold, six times this quantity
of silver and forty elephants to be made over at once.

3. Three hundred thousand tolas of silver and ninety
elephants to be supplied within twelve months.

4. Six sons of the chief nobles to be made over as hos-
tages pending compliance with the last mentioned
condition.

5. Twenty elephants to be supplied annually.
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6. The country west of the Bharali river on the north
bank of Brahmaputra, and of the Kallang on the
south, to be ceded to the Emperor of Delhi.

7. All prisoners and the family of the Baduli Phukan to
be given up.

A treaty was concluded accordingly, and, on the 9th

January, 1663, to the intense joy of his army, Mir Jumlah
gave the order to return to Bengal.

Treaty and Agreements with Serajah Dowla,
Dated Feb. 7, 1757.

A. H. 1170

Monsoorul Mulck Serajah Dowla Shah Kuly Khan Behauder,
Hybut Jung, Servant of King Aalum Geer the Invincible.

ArTICLE 1. That the Company be not molested upon acco-
unt of such privileges as have been granted them
by the Kings Firmaund and Husbulhookums,
and the Firmaund and Husbulhookums in full
force.

That the thirty-eight Villages, which were
given to the Company by the Firmaund, but
detained from them by the Soubah, be likewise
allowed them, not let any impediment or restric-
tion be put upon the Zemindars,

APPENDIX.

ArTICLE II. That all goods belonging to the English Comp-
any, and having their Dustuck, do pass freely
by land or water, in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa,
without paying any duties or fees of any kind
whatsoever; and that the Zemindars, Chokeydars,
Guzerbauns, &c. offer them no kind of molesta-
tion upon this account.

ArTICLE III. That restitution be made the Company of their
Factories and Settlements at Calcutta, Cossim-

buzar, Dacca, &c. which have been taken from.
them,



ARTICLE IV,

ARTICLE YV,

ARTICLE VI.

ARTICLE VII.
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That all money and effects, taken from

. the English Company, their factors and depen-

dents, at the several settlements and Aurungs,
be restored in the same condition : that an
equivalent, in money be given for such goods
as are damaged, plundered or lost, which shall
be left to the Nabob’s justice to determine.

That the Company be allowed to - fortify
Calcutta, in such manner as they shall esteem
proper for their defence, without any hindrance
or obstruction. ‘

That siccas be coined at Allengagur (Calcutta)
in the same manner as at Moorshedabad, and

.that the money, struck in.Calcutta, be of equal

weight and fineness with that of Moorshedabad.
There shall be no demand made for a deduction
of Batta.

That these proposals be ratified in the strongest

“manner, in the presence of God and His Prophet,

and signed and sealed to by the Nabob, and
some of his principal people.

And Admiral Charles Wastson and Col, Clive
promise in behalf of the English Nation, and of
the English Company that from henceforth all
hostilities shall cease, in Bengal; and the English
will always remain in peace and friendship with
the Nabob, as long as these articles are kept in
force and remain unviolated.

Aaz ul Mulck Morad Ul Dowla Nowazish Ally Khan
Behauder, Zahopar Jung, a Servant of King Aalum

Geer the Invincible

Meer Jaffier Khan Behauder, Rajah Dooluoram Behauder,
a Servant of King Aalum a Servant of King Aalum
Geer the Invincible Geer the Invincible

Witness

Witness,

Lucki Narain Canongo. Mohindar Narain Canongo.
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“Treaty with Jaffier Ally Khan, 1757

I swear, by God and the Prophet of God, to abide by the terms
of this Treaty whilst I have life.

Meer Mohamed Jaffier Khan Behauder, Servant of Aulum Geer.

Treaty made with the Admiral, and Colonel Clive (Sabut Jung
"Behauder), Governor Drake, and Mr. Watts.

ArTiIcLE 1. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time
of peace with the Nabob, Serajah Dowla
Monsoor ul Mulck Kuly Khan Behauder, Hybut
Jung, agree to comply with.

ARTICLE II. All the Effects and Factories, belonging to the
French, in the province of Bengal (the Paradise
of Nations) and Behar, and Orissa, shall remain
in the possession of the English: nor will I ever
allow them any more to settle in the Three
Provinces.

ARrTICLE III. In consideration of the losses which the English
" Company have sustained, by the capture and
plunder of Calcutta, by the Nabob, and the
charges occasioned by the maintenance of the
forces, I will give them one crore of rupees.

ArTICLE IV. For the effects plundered from the English in-
habitants of Calcutta, I agree to give fifty lac
of rupees.

ARrTICLE V. For the effect plundered from the Gentoos,
Mussulmen, and other subjects of Calcutta,
twenty lac of rupees shall be given.

ARTICLE VI. For the effects plundered from the Armenian
inhabitants of Calcutta, I will give the sum of
seven lac of rupees. The distribution of the
sums, allotted the natives, English inhabitants,
Gentoos, and Mussulmen, shall be left to the
Admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabut Jung
Behauder) and the rest of the Council, to be
disposed of by them to whom they think proper.
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ARTICLE VII. Within the ditch, which surrounds the borders
of Calcutta, are tracts of land belonging to
several Zemindars; besides this, I will grant the
English Company six hundred yards without the
ditch.

ARTICLE VIII. All the land lying to the South of Calcutta, as
far as Culpee, shall be under the Zemindarry
of the English Company; and all the officers of
those parts shall be under their jurisdiction. The
revenues to be paid by them (the Company) in
the same manner with other Zemindars.

ARTICLE 1X. Whenever I demand the English assistance, I
will be at the charge of the maintenance of them.

ArTICLE X. I will not erect any new fortifications below
Hughley, near the River Ganges.

ARTICLE XI. As soon asI am established in the Government
of the Three Provinces, the aforesaid sums
shall be faithfully paid.

Dated the 15th Ramzan, in the 4th Year of the Reign.
A.D. 1757. A.H. 1170.

Additional Article-Articles XII.

On condition that Meer Jaffier Khan Behauder shall
solemnly ratify, confirm by oath, and execute all the above
Articles, which the underwritten, on behalf of the Honourable
East India Company, do, declaring on the Holy Gospels, and
before God, that we will assist Meer Jaffier Khan Behauder
with all our force, to obtain the Soubahships as the province
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa; and further, that we will assist
him to the utmost, against all his enemies whatever, as soon as
he calls upon us for that end; provided that he on his coming

to be Nabob, shall fulfil the aforesaid Articles.
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Walter Hamilton’s Report on the District of Rungpoor
(Rangapura), 1820

To the north it has Bootan; on the south it has the district
of Mymunsingh and the Garrow mountains; to the east Assam
and the Garrows; and on the west Dinagepoor. Its extreme
length from the confines of Assam to the borders of Morung is
185 miles. It is exposed to no less than five independent
states (Nepaul, Bootan, Cooch Behar, Assam, and the Garrows).
Salt is exported from here to Assam, Bootan and the Garrow
country. There are here many old roads, attributes to Nilamber
Raja, now become ruinous, and destitute of bridges, which,
even of brick, cannot in this climate last more than twenty
years. It has twenty-four tannas or Police stations of which the
easternmost are Dhubry, Rangamatty and currybarry. There
was an European Officer at Goalparah, with a civil and crimi-
nal jurisdiction over these three tracts east of the Chonkosh
and Brahmaputra, to whom the superintendance of the Garrow
trade also delegated. The same functionary might conduct
any trade or imposts that the government might think expedient
to establish on the frontiers of Assam, while he would at the
same time coerce the exportions of the native military detach-
ment stationed at Jughigopa. The other frontiers bordering on
Morung and Bootan are infested by colonies of a wandering
class of people named Keechuks or Geedarmars, who are
robber by birth and who seldom rob without adding the crime
of murder. The forest of Parbut Joyaur contains 360 square
miles. The entire Rungpoor district was a part of Camroop.

Under the Mogul government, Rungpoor was a military
frontier station towards the Morung and Cooch Bahar, and
was partially wrested from the Raja of the latter district, during
the reign of Shah Jehan, when it was formed into a circar; but
it was completely conqeured by the generals of Aurengzeb, in
1660-61 when it received the name of Fakerkoondy. It devol-
ved to the British government along with the rest of the
province in 1765. In this district there are the ruins of several
ancient cities of great extent, such as Komotapoor, and the city
of Prithee Raj, in the division of Sanyasigotta. At present the

principle towns are Rungpoor, Mungulhaut, Chilmary, and
Goalparah.



82 HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS OF ASSAM

The prevalence of gang robbery in 1813, in the police division
of Boda, was attributed by the superintendent of police, to
the activity of a body of Keechuks (wanderers, natives of
Bootan), who had been sent from Nuddea to Rungpoor, to be
marched over the frontier to their own country. These banditti
were first apprehended in the Sunderbunds, where they were

found possessed of large quantity of property, and of many
implements of a suspicious description. They were sent into
Bootan from whence they were supposed to have made incur-
sions into Rungpoor, where, having committed depredations,
they retreated with their plunder beyond the frontier.

MaNAs RiverR—This small river is only remarkable as
being the boundary of the British territories on the north
eastern extremity of Bengal, where it separates them from
the independent possessions of the Raja of Bijnee. In the dry
season it is navigable for boats of 50 or 60 maunds, as far as
Bijnee, where the raja resides, but there is very little commerce
carried on by its channel. It falls into the Brahmaputra at
Jughigopa, opposite to Goalpara.

SANYASIGOTTA—(Sannyasicata)-A division of the Rungpoor
district, situated at the north western extremity, in the centre of
which is a territory belonging to the Deb Raja of Bootan.

JELPESH—AL this place there is a noted Hindoo temple,
erected by the Rajas of Cooch Bahar in honour of the god
Siva, from whom the Cooch Bahar and Bykantpoor Rajas are
fabulously said to be lineally descended.

JELPIGORY—A small town formerly fortified in the
Rangpoor district, 65 miles N.W. from Rungpoor.

KOMOTAPOOR—A town or rather the ruins of one, in
the district of Rungpoor, situated on the west bank of the
Darlah river, which from the vastness of the masses, and the
extent of surface they cover, must have been built by some
prince who could eommand the labour of an extensive or popu-
lous tract of country. They were explored and described by
Dr. Francis Buchanan in his manuscript report to the Bengal
government, )

RANGAMATTY—A  subdivision of the Rungpoor dist-
rict, of which it occupies the north eastern extremity. During
the Mogul government, this tract was comprehended within
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the jurisdiction of Rungpoor, in which it still continues. It
stretches on both sides of the Brahmaputra easterly to the con-
fines of Assam, throughout a wild and little cultivated region,
and contains the territorial subdivisions of Mechpara. Hower-
-aghaut, Bijnee (within the British territories, and the great
forest of Parbut Joyaur. Headquarter town is Rangamatty
‘contains scattered huts, and of public buildings the vestiges of
a fort and mosque. From the town to the forest of Parbut Jayaur,
some traces of habitations may be observed, with many fruit
trees scattered through the forest. The police office for this
division is at Goalpara.— (F. Buchanan, &c.)

GOALPARA (Govalpara).—This town stands on the south
side of the Brahmaputra, about 23 miles from the frontiers of
Assam, and 170. N. by E. from the city of Dacca. Lat. 26°8’
N. long. 90° 38" E. Goalpara contains some good thatch
houses and a street of shops; which, in this remote and barbarous
region, excite great admiration among the rude tribes in its
vicinity. The number of houses that may be considered as
belonging to the town, amount to about 400; most of them
miserable huts, and except a few, regularly surrounded by the
floods for above two months in the year, so that the only pass-
age from house to house is in boats; and inside, the floors are
covered from 1 to 3 feet deep with water. In other respects
also, this place exhibits a squalid scene of vice and misery.
Goalpara is, notwithstanding, a town of considerable resort,
and the principal mart of the intercourse with the Asssamese,
who bring here coarse cloths, stick lac, tar, wax, and occasion-
ally gold, for barter. Salt is the article they usually take in
return, but it is delivered to them much adulterated. Neither
is this traffic so considerable as might have been expected,
ownig to the disorderly state of the Assam country, and savage
manners of the chiefs, who frequently settle unadjusted accounts
by the assassination of their creditors. Goalpara has been
repeatedly transferred from one European trader to another,
and at last sold to a Kengiya merchant. Jn 1809, the estate
was under the management of the collector, the owner being a
minor, and yielded about 2500 rupees per annum.

There are a few families of native Portugueze scattered
over the Rungpoor district, but at Goalpara there are as many
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as twenty. Here they are termed Choldar, which seems to be a
corruption of soldier. None of them can either read or write:
only two or three know a few words of Portugueze, and they
bhave entirely adopted the dress of the natives. The only
European customs they retain are, that the women courtesy,
and the men shew by the motion of the hand as they pass, that
they would take off their hat if they had one. Notwithstanding
the want of this distinguished covering, the men retain some por-
tion of European activity, and are much feared by the natives,
who employ them as messengers in making a demand, such as
the payment of a debt, to a compliance with which they think a
little fear may contribute. The females gain a subsistence chiefly
by sewing and distilling spirituous liquors, of which last article
the men consume as much as they can afford, and retail the
remainder. Concerning the Christian religion, they appear to
know little or nothing, nor have they any priest. Sometimes
they go to Bowal, near Dacca, in order to procure a priest to
marry them but in general thisis too expensive, and they

content themselves with the public acknowledgment of their
marriages.

In §1810, Mr. Robert Kyd, a master builder of Calcutta,
was deputed by the government to the Goalpara forests, for
the purpose of collecting specimens of the timber reported to
be produced in these woods, which being situated in the vicinity
of the Brahmaputra, the timber could be floated down to
Calcutta at all seasons of the year. Mr. Kyd accordingly pro-
ceeded to that quarter of the province, and cut down various
logs, which however, did not reach the presidency until
December 1811, when they were lodged in the mast yard of
Messrs. Kyd and Co. who were instructed to record their
opinion of their quality and properties. In 1813, it was found
that several of the specimens had already decayed, probably
owing to their having been felled at an improper season, and
to their not having undergone the process of having the sap
trimmed off; and with respect to the others, no satisfactory
decision has as yet been come to. The durability of timber is
known greatly to depend upon its being felled when full grown,
and also after being first sapped, simultaneously with the fall
of the leaf; but from the want of time and convenient opportu
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nity, the specimens above alluded to had not the advantage of
a regular process, having been mostly selected and felled from
the size and appearance of the trees as they stood in the forest;
and exen after a new wood has been introduced into general
use, it requires a series of years and experiments to establish its
character for durability. — (F. Buchanan, Public MS. documents,
& c)

JuGicHOPA.—This place stands on the north side of the
Brahmaputra, nearly opposite to Goalpara, at the extremity of
the British dominions in the northeastern quarter of Bengal.
Lat. 26° 12° N. long. 90° 35 E. The town contains only 150
huts and a few shops, but greatly surpasses any other coilection
of habitations, there being no place in the vicinity that deserves
the name of town, or even village. Bamboos and timber are
procured in great plenty from the neighbouring forests. Near
the village of Tokar there is a remarkable hill, consisting of a
vast mass of granite, much rent, from the srevices of which fine
trees spring up. At the beautiful lakes named Toborong, north
of Jugighopa, there is a considerable fishery, where about 1,400
maunds (80lbs. each) of fish are annually procured and dried
for sale, of which the Bijnee Raja takes half as his due. To
restrain the neighbouring wild and more than semi-barbarous
tribes, a small military detachment under an European officer
is usually stationed here. —(F. Buchanan & c.)

MEASPARA (Mechpara).—A segment of the Rungpoor
district, extending along the south side of the Brahmaputra
river, about the 26th degree of north latitude. The Mech tribe,
from whom the tract derives its name, appears to have been
once more numerous than they are at present, and to have
undergone great changes, at least in this territory they have
wholly disappeared, and are supposed to have assumed the
more elevated title of Rajbungsies. A few families of Mech,
who, according to Brahminical ideas, continue to wallow in the
mire of impurity, frequent the borders of the Rungpoor district,
towards the frontier of Bootan and Nepaul, but the tribe forms
a chief part of the population in all the tract of country between
Cooch Bahar and the mountains; especially near Dellamcotta
and Luckidwar. In 1809, Mechpara still contained about 300
Garrow families; this tribe having been greatly encroached on
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by the inhabitants of the plains, and pushed off among the
mountains. The compensation to be granted to the proprietor
of the pergunnah for the abolition of the sayer, or variable
imports, in 1812 was 677 rupees, on a jumma, or assessment of
2,651 rupees, leaving a future annual land-tax, payable to
government by the zemindar, of only 1,974 rupess.—(F. Buch-
aaan, Public MS. documents, & c.)
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ON CoocH BEHAR

Anglo Cooch Behar Treaty, 1773

“Dharendranarayan, Raja of Cooch Behar, having
represented to the Honourable the President and Council of
Calcutta the present distressed state of the country, owing to
its being harassed by the neighbouring independent Raja, who
are in league to depose him, the Honourable the President and
Council, from a love of justice and desire of assisting the
distressed, have agreed to send a force, consisting of four
companies of Sepoys, and a field-piece for the protection of the
said Raja and his country against his enemies, and the follow-
ing conditions are mutually agreed on:—

1st.—That the said Raja will immediately pay into the hands
of the Collector of Rungpore Rs. 50,000 to defray the expenses
of the force sent to assist him.

2nd. —That if more than Rs. 50,000 are expended, the Raja
makes it good to the Honourable the English East India Com-
pany, but in case any part of it remains unexpended that it be
delivered back.

3rd.—That the Raja will acknowledge subjection to the
English East India Company upon his country being cleared
of his enemies, and will allow the Cooch Behar country to be
annexed to the Province of Bengal.

4th.—That the Raja further agreesto make over to the
English East India Company one-half of the annual revenues
of Cooch Behar for ever.
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Sth.—That the other moiety shall remain to the Raja and
his heirs for ever, provided he is firm in his allegiance to
the Honourable United East India Company.

6th.—That in order to ascertain the value of the Cooch
Behar country, the Raja will deliver a fair hastabud of his
district into the hands of such person as the Honourable the
President and Council of Calcutta shall think proper to depute
for that purpose, upon which valuation the annual Malguzari,
which the Raja is to pay, shall be established.

7th.—That the amount of Malguzari settled by such person
of the Honourable the East India Campany shall depute, shall
be perpetual.

8th.—That the Honourable English East India Company
shall always assist the said Raja with a force when he has
occasion for it for the defence of the country, the Raja bearing
the expense.

9th.—That this treaty shall remain in force for the space of
two years, or till such time as advices may be received from
the Court of Directors, empowering the President and Couneil
to ratify the same for ever.

“This treaty signed, sealed, and concluded, by the
Honourable the President and Council at Fort William, the
fifth day of April, 1773, on the one part, and by Dharendra-
narayan, Raja of Cooch Behar, at Behyar Fort, the 6th Magh,
1179, Bengal style, on the other part’.

Sunnud under the Seal of the Honourable English Company
dated, the 13th of February, 1776 A.D. for the Zeminda-
ries and Trusts under Sirkar Cooch Behar

Be it known to all Mutsuddies at present holding impor-
tant trusts, or who may be hereafter appointed thereto, and
other inhabitants and natives of Sirkar Cooch Behar, in the
Soobah of Bengal, the Paradise of Countries, that as the orders
of the Gentlemen in Council have been issued, that a Sunnud
for the Zemindari of the above Sirkar should be granted to
Dhurjinder Narain, accordingly (the above person) having
agreed to pay the peshkush of Government of Fifty Gold
Mohurs agreeably to the order, the office of Zemindar of the
above Sirkar, vacated by (the death of) Dhurindrar Narayan,
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has been granted, confirmed to, and bestowed upon Dhurjinder
Narayan that observing the duties and usages of the office and
the rules of the truth and dignity, he depart not in the minutest
particular from a vigilant and prudent conduct, but avoiding
sloth and conciliating their affections, that he so conduct
himself that his utmost endeavours may be exerted for the
increase of the cultivation and the improvement of the revenue.
He must further pay great attention to expelling and punishing
offenders, so that the least vestige of thieves and robbers may
not be found within his limits; and take particular care of the
highways, so that travellers and strangers may go and come
with perfect confidence and safety. God forbid that the pro-
perty of any one should be stolen or plundered, but should such
a case occur, he must seize the thieves or robbers and the
property, delivering up the goods to the owner and the offenders
to justice; and if he cannot find (the thieves and the goods), he
must answer for the party himself. He must also take care
that no one indulged in forbidden practices within his limits.
He must pay the revenues, regularly year after year at the stated
period; and at the end of the year according to custom, he will
receive credit for his payments. He will further abstain from
the collection of all exactions or...... forbidden by government.
You are hereby required to acknowledge the above person as
Zemindar of the above Sirkar, and to consider him as vested
with the powers and appendages thereof. On this point paying
the strictest obedience, you will act as above directed.

On the 17th of February, 1776 A.D. corresponding with
the 8th Falgoon, 1182 Bangala, and the 26th Zelhij in the 17th
year of His Majesty’s reign, the copy was received in the
Dufter.

Kuch Bahar, end of its family history, or an abstract
of the several reports respecting the claims of Rajah
Aurrendra Narain and Nazir Deo Kogendra Narain,

1798.

This country appears to have been in an independent
state fgr upwards of 230 years, and the authority of the Rajah,
toverelgq and undivided. The family derive their origin from
Beesoo Sing, who is reported to have been of divine origin. To
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him was given a chattah, and a rod, the symbol of sovereign
authority, the former of which was to be held over the Rajah
at his installation by the Nazir Deo, or Commander of the
Troops, and the latter carried by the Dewan Deo, or the
principal officer of the revenues. Customs has so far sanctioned
these ceremonies as to make them appear indispensible, and on
this and the power posseessed by the Nazir Deo ex-officio, seem
to be founded the principal claims since assumed by the persons
holding that office.

Upon the death of Rajah Mohinder Narain without issue,
the country was overrun by the Booteas, and Saunto Narain,
Nazir Deo, being a man of abilities and applying to the Bengal
Soubah for assistance, after a considerable struggle, cleared the
country and placed Roopnarain, the lineal successor, on the
raj, procuring the office of Dewan Deo for his own elder
brother, Suttnarain; stipulating however, as it would appear, for
a division of the revenues.

Rajah’s share......... 0 517 2
Nazir Deo’s share......... 0 9 2 2
Dewan Deo’s share............ 01 00

Rs.......... 1 0 0 O

This division was 9 annas to the Nazir Deo for himself
and the pay of the troops to be kept up by him, 1 anna to the
Dewan Deo for the civil expenses, and the remaining 6 annas
for the support of the Rajahs’ dignity as Prince.

About the year 1771, Ramnarain, then Dewan Deo,
having a dispute with his brother, Rajah Durjundernarain, was
murdered, and upon this occasion the Booteas again overran
the country and carried off the reigning Rajah, Durjunder-
narain, and kept him in prison for several years. In the interim,
the present Nazir Deo, Koghindernarain, applied to the English.
for assistance, and a treaty was agreed upon between them and
him in the name of Durrendernarain, the son of the imprisoned
Rajah, who had assumed the raj, by which he agreed to
acknowledge subjection to the Company and pay them one-half
of the revenues of the country on condition of being assisted in
expelling the Booteas, and settled the Government, and procur-
ed the release of the old Rajah Durjundernarain, who confirmed
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his son in the raj, being himself disgusted and his mind rendered
gloomy by his long confinement, and the idea of having sunk
from an independent sovereign to the state of a tributary rajah.
He afterwards proceeded on a pilgrimage to Gyah, &c., and
gave up his whole thoughts to religious matters. Shortly after,
his eldest son, Durrendernarain, the reigning Rajah, died, and
the management devolved upon the present Ranee, Commul-
tessaram, and her agents on the part of the next son, the
present Rajah. The old Rajah appeared to be insane, and
consequently the principle power remained with the Ranee
during his life, and continued in her hands as guardian of the
minor Rajah under written instructions said to have been
prepared by the old Rajah two days before his death. Upon
this occasion, however, the Nazir Deo, though the nearest
relation of the raj, was wholly excluded from any share in the
management, and this laid the foundation of the subsequent
disputes.

In the year 1783 the old Rajah Durrendernarain died,
leaving his son, the present Rajah, still an infant under the
guardianship of the Ranee. The Nazir Deo upon this exerted
his influence, and by persuading the English Government that,
under the management of a woman, the tribute {which had
been settled by Mr. Purling, as appears on the proceedings of
16th November 1773), would probably not be regularly paid,
he got Mr. Goodlad, who was deputed to settle the affair, to
enter into engagements with him for the current year’s revenue.
Upon this occasion he appears to have assumed the supreme
powers, and to have gratified his revenge against the Ranee and
her party by every degree of disrespect, assuming the whole
sovereign authority and styling his son Naib Rajah. This pro-
duced complaints to the English government, who at length
sent a military force for the protection of the Ranee and young
Rajah, and upon due investigation deprived the Nazir Deo of
the management, and gave it to the Ranee and her principle
agent, Surbunnund Gossain, confirming the young Rajah in the
Government.

This decision of course still more exasperated the Nazir
Deo, who, after various attempts to regain his power, at length
grew desperate and raised a body of men with whom he seized
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the persons of the Rajah and Ranee, carrying them from the
palace and keeping them confined at kis house in Bulrampoor.

The consequence of this audacious act was, that a regular
force was sent by Government against him, which after an
action in which several were killed, released the Rajah and
Ranee and compelled the Nazir Deo to retire.

The mutual and ill-understood complaints and claims of
both parties induced Government to depute two Civil Servants
to investigate and report thereon, and upon their offer of
pardon the Nazir Deo came in and a full investigation took
place, and upon their report the Commissioner was directed
to propose the best mode of reconciling their jarring interests
and claims, which may be stated as follows: —

The Nazir Deo claims—

1st.—The continuance of his official situation of Nazir

Deo with all its rights and powers, of which he was dispossessed
in 1785.

2nd.—The possession of 9 annas of the country,

3rd. —The possession of chucklahs Bodah, Patgong and
Poombhang.

4th.—The right to dispose of the succession to the Raj as
he thinks proper, under the precedent by Sauntonarian, and in
several instances since practised by subsequent Nazir Deos.

The Commissioner recommended that he should be con-
firmed in the office of Nazir Deo. That he should not be put
in possession of the lands, but he guaranteed on the payment
of the surplus revenue arising from 9 annas share after paying
the charges, and this proportion of the tribute assessed there-
on, and this sum not to be subject to future diminution ; that he
should be allowed possession of the lands two coss around
Bulrampoor, his house. That his claims to the chucklahs of
Bodah, & c,, be rejected, not being established ; and that
Government leaves his 4th claim undecided.

The Commissioner was directed to propose the above
adjustments to the parties, which he did, 17th May 1791, and
submitted their mutual objections with his opinion that it was

impossible to propose any plan that would be satisfactory to
both. The objections are as follows :—
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The Rajah insists on his rights to dismiss the Nazir Deo
for his rebellious acts, and states that he has not only forfeited
thereby all claim to Behar, but that he ought to be brought to
condign punishment. That cxclusive of this, the office has become
a sinecure since the treaty with the Company, as the country
is now protected by their troops, and the funds appropriated
for paying the military formerly are now paid to the Company.
That the lands having been in the possession of the Nazir Deo
before was only for the purpose of enabling him to defray the
military charges which are now otherwise appropriated. That
Nazir Deo is only a subordinate officer of the Government, and
as such liable to dismissal, and though he admits that certain
ceremonies were indispensible to be performed by the Nazir
Deo on the installation of a Rajah, yet he deems it absurd to
suppose any subordinate officer could refuse to perform such
ceremonies ; the claim to this privilege, he asserts, has only
arisen from the over grown power of Sauntonarain, upheld by
the official influence of subsequent Nazir Deos against the
weakness of the Rajahs, and by no means an original principle
of the consitution of the Government.

The Nazir Deo continues to assert his former claims.

The Commissioner states that it is evident that the Nazir
Deos have, in many instances, exerted a power inconsistent
with the relative situation of sovereign and subject, and that
this assumption had its origin the uncontrollable power and
influence of Sauntonarain. That the continuance of such
pretentions appears inadmissible, as it would in fact transfer
the administration from the Rajah to the Nazir Deos. He
thinks, therefore, that powers and duties of the latter ought to
be defined, and that the proposition of paying him the surplus
share of the revenues is as much as he has any right to expect.

In this state the subject was left, 13th April 1798.; but it
was again revived by a fresh aoplication from the present
Commissioner, stating the probability of further disturbances
unless the question are brought to a decision. He was directed
to call upon the parties to declare if they had anything further
to state. This he did, and he has now transmitted their replies,
which contain nothing new on the subject, except a claim of

of the Nazir Deo to be reimbursed the expense incurred in
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consequence of the plunder of his property at the time of the
release of the Rajah and Ranee from Bulrampoor.

Walter Hamilton’s Report on Cooch Behar, 1820

THE PRINCIPALITY OF COOCH BAHAR
(Cuch Vihar)

This western division of the ancient kingdom of Camroop.
comprehended the whole northern tracts from the Chonkosh
river to the Mahananda, and from Goraghaut to the mountains
of Bootan, extending in length about 90 miles from N.W. to
S.E., and 60 miles from N.E. to S.W. The modern territory of
Cooch Bahar forms the boundary of a large portion of the
Rungpoor district, and is partitioned into sections and divisions
in a very confused manners. The following are the names of the
principal :

Chucklah Futtehpoor; the pergunnahs of Pangga. Bish-
giri, Patgong and Tapa, Bashoti, Kankiya, Harjyerhat; Chucklah
Parbobhag, Boda, and Battrishazary or Bykantpoor. That
portion of the possessions of the Raja of Cooch Bahar, situated
beyond the limits of the province of Bengal, is commonly
known by the name of Tannah Bahar. The northern extremity
of this territory was settled on Siva Singh, of a family from
which the Rajas were obliged to choose their prime ministers.
This portion, as producing an income of 32,000 rupees per
annum, was called Battrishazary, but the general name given
to the whole principality was Bahar, and to distinguish it from
the large province of which Patna is the capital, the term
Cooch has been added, although particularly disagreeable to
its princes, who having in modern times set up for Rajbungsies,
wish to sink all remembrance of the Cooch tribe. The nature
of the country is entirely the same with that of the adjacent
parts of the British dominions, and the management of the Rajas
estates beyond the frontier, entirely resembles that pursued in
the estates which belong to the Raja as zemindar of Bengal
The commerce between the two territories is on a very good
footing there being no restraint whatever; but opium is cultivat-
ed to so largs an extent that it evidently is intended for
contraband purposes. The southern portion of Cooch Bahar
lying along the river Durlah, is a highly improved and fertile
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country; but to the north of the town of Bahar, the country
has a most miserable appearance, the land being low and marshy
interspersed with thick jungle and many nullahs. The vegeta-
tion is coarse, and the ground everywhere almost choaked up
with rank grass, reeds, and ferns. In 1784, the total territorial
area was calculated at 1,302 square miles.

Bykantpoor to Battrishazary, although a part has been
alienated to Bootan, is still a very fine estate, and contains two
whole police divisions of Fakeergunge and Sanyasigotta, and
has been added to Bengal since the acquisition of the Dewanny
in 1765. The proprietors assert that they are descended from
the god Siva, on which account the members of the family
assume the title of Deb, and return no salute made to them by
whatever rank. The Cooch tribe still compose by far the greater
portion of the original inhabitants of Camroop, and one class
of that tribe, the Pani-cooch, which has not adopted the Brah-
minical religion, still preserves a language which is totally
different from the Bengalese. By the latter they are often con-
founded with the Garrows. The early priesthood of the Cooch
tribe were named Kolitas, who maintained great influence over
their rude flocks, until the introduction of the Brahmins, who
were adopted as sacred inStructors by the principal chiefs, since
which period the Kolitas have mostly adopted the Hindoo
religion, and rank as pure Sudras; yet both they and their

chiefs occassionally revert to their old tenets, and return to
the guidance of the unconverted members of the ancient
priesthood. The converted Kolitas adhere to Krishna, and
have of late been very successful, especially in Assam, where
they have not only converted the sovereigns of the country, but
also many ignorant tribes of Rabkas, Garrows, and Mech. The
lower classes in the north are so extremely indigent, that some
years ago it was their custom to dispose of their children for
slaves without scruple, and although this traffic has been
suppressed, and provisions are cheap compared with other
districts, yet the poverty and wretchedness of a great proportion
of the population are extreme.

When the Mahommedans conquered this division they
appeared to have rendered the office of zemindar hereditary.
Some of the estates continue to be managed by the Raja, some
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by branches of the family, while others continue to be held by
the descendants of different officers, on condition of the per-
formance of certain duties. In the whole of Cooch Bahar the
maximum of rent fixed by the settlement is much higher than
what the proprietors exact from their tenants, which arises
partly from their desire of keeping a low rental, lest a new
assessment should be made, while they trust for their own profit
to private contributions. The high rate of the maximum
strengthens their hands, as they can at any time compel a tenant
to quit his farm, or pay the maximum, no leases being granted
except to new settlers, and these only give the tenant a right
of prepetual possession according to the regulated assessment.
Formerly the Raja’s family resided at Bykantpoor, where -there
was little cultivation, scattered among the woods, while all the
more southerly part of the district was over grown with reeds
and bushes, encouraged as a defence against the Mahommedans.
On the decay of the Mogul power, Dharma Pal left Bykantpoor
and settled at Jelpigory, and began to clear the woods of the
south, which are now cultivated, while the spots among the
woods which were formerly cultivated are now neglected, and
returning to a state of nature. The rents are very low, probably
owing to the vicinity of the Bootan and Nepaulese territories,
where there is much waste land, and a large proportion of the
tenants are constantly changing from the one to the other.
Among the rude tribes the hoe cultivation, which is a marked
distinction, still subsists, and with this implement it is supposed
a man and his wife can cultivate as much land, as a man
with a plough and two oxen, being about five acres.

The reigning prince, named Harindra, is said to be the
17th in succession of the present family, but the early history
of the country is much involved in fable. In 1582, Abul Fazel
describes the chief of Cooch as powerful sovereign, having
Camroop and Assam under his subjection, and able to bring
into the field 1000 horse and 100,000 foot. According to the
testimony of Mahommedan historians, during the reign of
Acber, about A.D. 1595, Lukshmen Narrain, the Raja of Cooch
Bahar was the sovereign of a territory bounded on the east by
the river Brahmaputra, on the south by Goraghaut, on the
west by Tirhoot, and on the north by the mountains of Tibet
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and Assam. His army they exaggerated to the number of
100,000 infantry, 4000 cavalry, 700 elephants, and 1000 war
boats. Notwithstanding this enormous military force, he
voluntarily became a vassal to the Emperor Acber, which off-
ending his subects and chief men, they rebelled against him,
and compelled him to request assistance from the Mogul
Governor of Bengal, which was readily granted, as it afforded
an opportunity of exploring this region, with a view to its future
subjugation. This happened in 1661, when it was conquered
by Meer Jumla, who, in compliment to his sovereign, changed
the name of its capital to Alumgeernuggur, which it did not
long retain. Mahommedan fanaticism being then in its perfec-
tion, he destroyed the Hindoo temples, broke in pieces a cele-
brated image of Narayan (Vishnu), and converted the son of the
Raja, who was on bad terms with his father. In every other
respect he administered strict justice to his new subjects, and
severely punished plunderers and other offenders. Having
completed the conquest, and settled the tribute of Cooch Bahar
(which then comprehended a large tract of country) at ten lac
of rupees annually, he proceeded to attempt the conquest of
Assam, where he failed. During these wars the Cooch princes
are supposed to have erected the line of fortification along the

southern frontier, which still remains; but, like all similar
structures, it proved an ineffectual protection.

Along with the rest of Bengal this district devolved to the
East India Company in 1765, but was little noticed until 1772,
when the Cooch Raja applied to the collector of Rungpoor for
assistance against the Bootanners, who had reduced him to the
last extremity, and offered, through his minister Nazir Deo, to
pay an annual tribute of half his revenue, and to render his
country again subordinate to Bengal. In deliberating on this
offer, the peace and security of the adjacent British territories
were more to be considered, than any pecuniary advantage to
be derived from the new acquisition, as prior to this period
the Rungpoor district had been much exposed to incursions
from Bootan. It became therefore a matter of direct interest to
embrace any opportunity that offered of expelling these mar-
auders, and confining them within the limits of their own
mountains. Under this impression the proposals of Nazir Deo
were agreed to, and Captain John Jones was ordered to proceed:
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with 4 companies of sepoys and 2 pieces of cannon, which
expedition he conducted with much skill, defeating Dorpo
Deb a rebel and emissary of Bootan, and capturing the town of
Bahar by assault; thereby greatly intimidating the Bootanners,
who fled on all sides to the hills, where Captain Jones followed
them in 1773, and took the fortress of Dellamcotta; on which
event the Bootan Raja, alarmed for his own safety, applied to
the Teshoo Lama of Tibet, and obtained a peace through his
mediation. In arranging the conditions great favour was
shown to the Bootanners, probably with the view of gaining
their friendship, and obtaining commercial advantages, which
were never realized.

In 1787, great confusion and rebellion agitated this petty
state, which led the Bengal government to institute an inquiry
into the causes of these commotions, and also relative to the
existing condition of the territory. A commissioner was in
consequence deputed in 1789, to take upon himself the exclusive
superintendance of the Raja’s estates, to collect the revenues,
pay the annual tribute, and after defraying the current expendi-
ture, retain the surplus for the Raja’s benefit. The latter, then
a minor, was at the same time informed, that the British
government, in assuming the temporary management of his
affairs, did not intend either to increase his tribute, or to
deprive him of the rights and privileges guaranteed by the treaty
of 1772, the objects of their interference being to preserve
himself and country from the artifics and peculations of
ignorant and designing men. On due consideration of the
wretched condition of the country, the incapacity of the Ranny
mother, and the universal corruption of her dependants, the
interposition of the superior government became absolutely
necessary to restore good order, standing as the Raja did in
the relation of a feudatory; and as a limited interference would
have rendered the deputation of no avail, it was determined
to vest the commissioner with full powers, and he was also
particularly instructed to attend to the education of the young
Raja, with the view of qualifying him for the management of
his own affairs. Under this arrangement the Cooch Bahar
territories continued untill 1801, when the Raja having attained
his majority, the office of commissioner was abolished, and the
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transaction of revenue matters committed to the collector of
Rungpoor. During the above period of time strict tranquillity
prevailed, the revenues were collected with regularity, and the
property of the state so effectually preserved from the capacity
of its own servants, that after defraying the public expenses on
most liberal scale, a large sum was accumulated, and, for the
benefit of the Raja invested at interest in the Bengal funds.

A very different picture was exhibited when the commis-
sioner was withdrawn. During the Raja’s minority, the
government had entertained hopes, that by study and applica-
tion to business he would have qualified himself for executing
the duties of so important a charge; but these expectations
were disappointed, for to a natural or acquired imbecility, the
Raja added a most violent and outrageous temper, where he
could not be resisted, nor did he ever allow the miseries his
subjects suffered to interfere with or disturb the low and
childish pleasures to which he was addicted. Had the mischief
been confined to the Raja’s own territories, a cold and unfeeling
policy might perhaps have suggested, that it was not incumbent
on the British government to interpose in the affairs of a state
which had been recognized to a certain degree as independent.
The effects, however, of the above evils were felt within the
limits of the British districts, banditti and other disturbers of
the public peace frequently committing robbery and other
outrages, and then seeking a secure asylum for themselves and
plunder, within the boundaries of Cooch Bahar. Besides this
so far from any surplus revenue being realized, it was with the
utmost difficulty the different instalments of the tribute due to
Bengal could be liquidated; and while the Raja had scarcely the
means of subsistence, his revenue and public officers were
amassing fortunes by embezzlement and extortion.

The Bengal government was fully sensible of the evils
which were likely to arise, from leaving the administration of
afTairs exclusively to the Raja: but was averse, on the principles
of good faith, to assume the internal management of Cooch
Bahar without the acquiescence of the Raja. Under these
circumstances an officer was deputed for the purpose of commu-
nicating with the Raja, and of endeavouring to obtain his
consent to the introduction of the Bengal revenue and judicial
regulations, with such modifications as local circumstances and



100 HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS OF ASSAM

the rank of the Raja might suggest; but all his efforts to procure
the Raja’s consent to the change were without avail, and he
was in consequence withdrawn. Another was deputed in 1805,
with the like bad success, the Raja manifesting the utmost
repugnance to the proposed arrangements, while his miserable
subjects upbraided the British government as partners in his
oppressions. All interference, however, further than remons-
trance, was abstained from, until 1813, when the anarchy of
this state had attained such a height, that it was no longer
possible to go on. As experience had proved, that all prospect
of reforming the administration of the Raja through the
medium of the collector of Rungpoor was entirely hopeless, it
became indispensably necessary to recreate the office of commis-
sioner, nearly on the footing of 1805. The Governor-General
also addressed the Raja, remonstrating strongly with him on
the neglect of his public duties, and of his insulting and
contumacious conduct towards the officers appointed to nego-
tiate with him. In additionto these acts of insubordination,
the Raja had the folly to withhold payment of the customary
tribute, and not only to misappropriate the allowance fixed for
the family of Nazir Deo, but also to usurp the lands allotted for
their residence, and for that of Dewan Deo. In these commotions
one of the latter’s dependants was murdered, whe